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For our elders and ancestors,  
whose voices were silenced but  

whose courage created us.
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Virginia  
Viewpoints

As Americans, we are taught to respect our heritage. As Amer-
ican indians, our heritage spans more than 10,000 years. Yet, 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia, there has been a meager 
respect for the contributions of such a lengthy history. to the 
average Virginian, Virginia indian history began in 1607 and 
ended in 1700. A 10,000 year history has been compressed 
into fewer than 100 years. 

there is so much more to the Virginia indian story. the Heri-
tage trail will help immensely in filling this historic void. As a 
people we were respectful to our environment, living in har-
mony with the land and our Creator in several hundred vibrant 
communities in this land some called Tsenacomoco. in those 
communities were places of worship, places of recreation, 
and land set aside for agriculture. there were large houses 
fit for kings and smaller houses where several families lived. 
even so, most Americans have read we were savages, and we 
have been portrayed throughout history as a people to be 
conquered and tossed aside. 

We have an opportunity with this trail to portray the Virginia 
indian in a proper light. Our heritage is due respect as well 
as any other heritage. Our history needs to be told as well 
as any other history. We cannot continue to be the forgot-
ten people in the Virginia history books or on the landmarks 
across this Commonwealth. Our Creator placed us here as 
the gatekeepers of this land, and our magnificent story can-
not and will not be buried. 

ForEWord
by Chief kenneth f. adams (upper mattaponi)
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In 1607, the first permanent Eng-

lish settlement in North America was 

founded on a small island that came 

to be known as Jamestown. Combined 

with Spanish forces in the Florida terri-

tory and French colonialists in Canada, 

the British occupation of Virginia had a 

devastating impact on the indigenous 

peoples of this land. This came not 

just in the form of physical and overt 

violence; often it was much more sub-

tle. Perhaps most appalling was the 

attempt to simply write American Indi-

ans out of existence.

Whether it was through colonial disen-

franchisement edicts, scholarly writings 

that convinced adherents of the inevi-

table disappearance of Virginia’s Native 

people, the passage of laws such as the 

1924 Act to Preserve Racial Integrity, 

or policies which attempted to erase 

Indian identity, the effect has been to 

exclude Virginia Indians from history 

and confine them to the distant past.

Yet they have not disappeared. In fact, 

Virginia Indians have survived and flour-

ished; today, the eight recognized tribes 

in the Commonwealth are strong politi-

cal and cultural forces. Perhaps most 

importantly, Virginia Indians are now 

finally being allowed—even asked—to 

tell their own stories. 

The importance of including Native 

voices in the presentation of Virginia his-

tory cannot be overstated. No longer will 

Virginia’s Native peoples be viewed as 

disembodied objects relegated to the 

past; now, they will be seen as living peo-

ples with vibrant and thriving cultures. 

Their voices will enrich the history of this 

state, allowing citizens and visitors alike 

to gain a deeper understanding of past 

historical occurrences, both good and 

bad, that have brought us to the pres-

ent and that will continue to affect us 

well into the future.

a place for  
the natiVe Voice
by rhyannon berkowitz (Creek)
Graduate Student, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Virginia

Native peoples recognize 
not only the connection 
between the past, present, 
and future, but also the 
innate connection we have 
to each other as people. 
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Native peoples recognize not only the 

connection between the past, present, 

and future, but also the innate connec-

tion we have to each other as people. 

While Virginia Indian stories relate 

experiences that were lived by tribal 

members, that history is not exclusive; 

for better or for worse, the history of 

Virginia Indians is our history. As more 

stories are told, as more of our shared 

history is learned, we will begin to  

create an understanding of who we 

are  today, not only as Virginians and 

Americans, but as human beings.
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Archaeology of American Indian sites 

in Virginia is almost always done today 

in collaboration with Virginia’s Indian 

nations and the Virginia Council on 

Indians, in contrast to the way it was 

usually done in the past. More and 

more archaeologists are learning that 

artifacts and sites are not impersonal 

scientific objects but are part of the 

lives of the ancestors of Virginia’s first 

people, as well as their descendants. 

Collaborative archaeology provides an 

alternative voice in the writing of Vir-

ginia’s Indian history. This voice is one 

that fills the long silences spanning the 

millennia before Europeans arrived, as 

well as the critical silences that exist 

within colonial-era documents. A brief 

review of some archaeological sites 

illustrates how archaeology helps to fill 

in the silences of history to offer new 

perspectives on Virginia’s past.

We can start at what some might 

call the beginning, if there is such a 

moment. Cactus Hill, on the Notto-

way River in southeast Virginia, is an 

archaeological site that challenges a 

long-held orthodoxy that Indian peo-

ple throughout America first entered 

the continent from the west at 10,000 

BC, crossing over the Bering Land 

Bridge into Alaska. Many Native peo-

ple have challenged this model, based 

on their religious beliefs and oral histo-

ries regarding migrations.

The artifacts at the site are 5000 years 

older than the Bering Land Bridge 

theory would allow. Along with several 

other contemporaneous sites in the 

archaeology and  
Virginia indian history
by Jeffrey L. hantman, ph.d.
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology
Director, Interdisciplinary Program in Archaeology
University of Virginia 
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Eastern U.S., Cactus Hill opens new 

questions about where the first Indian 

people came from, if they did arrive 

from someplace else; about how they 

arrived (by boat?); and lends a voice 

to those who would push the history 

of Virginia’s first people into a much 

deeper, if not timeless, past.

Archaeological sites in Virginia 

also confront a long-held and 

unfounded stereotype that 

portrayed Indians as part of 

nature, adapting passively 

to, rather than actually 

creating, the ecosystem 

of which they were a part. 

English colonists wrote 

that the Virginia environ-

ment they encountered in 

the seventeenth century 

was a primeval (undis-

turbed) forest. This was a 

powerful and self-serving 

myth, because the English 

believed unimproved land 

was not owned and there-

fore open for the taking. 

They did not recognize the 

improvements and investments that 

had already been made to the land 

they took.

Archaeological sites bear testimony to 

how Virginia Indians culturally trans-

formed their environment. They burned 

the forest systematically to increase pro-

ductivity for both hunting and gathering. 

They enhanced the growth of local 

native starchy plants which became 

food staples, such as chenopodium 

(goosefoot). They successfully adopted 

non-local plants such as squash, corn 

and beans to their soils and into their 

diets. And, they maintained population 

levels in balance with their chang-

ing economies. Cultures of dynamic 

sustainability and choice, rather than 

passivity and dependence, can be read 

in the thousands of American Indian 

sites dotting the Virginia landscape 

in the many millennia following 

the first known settlements.

In the centuries just before 

the English arrived, surplus 

agricultural production, 

population growth, and 

the development of social 

hierarchies all became 

part of Virginia Indian 

society. It is a question 

as to how and why those 

changes came about. In 

the Virginia Algonquian 

world of the coastal plain, 

this hierarchical society 

has often been viewed as 

the rapid centralization of 

power by one man--known 

to the English as the para-

mount chief Powhatan. Native beliefs 

and ethnography question the idea that 

one individual in Indian society would 

have such unchecked authority. Native 

experts note, for instance, that priests 

provided a critical check and balance of 

power in those times. Archaeological 

study of Werowocomoco, Powhatan’s 

town at the time of European arrival, 

has provided some new perspectives.

Studies at Werowocomoco uncovered 

a landscape marked by the distinctive 
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construction of seven hundred feet of 

ditches, which divided the town into 

separate spheres. These ditches were 

culturally meaningful markers demar-

cating the power of and within the 

place. Significantly, the ditches were 

first built in the thirteenth century. The 

archaeological evidence suggests that 

Powhatan moved to Werowocomoco 

not to create a seat of authority, but 

more likely to inhabit an already con-

secrated place of power.

Colonial observations were particu-

larly skewed in their descriptions of 

Indian people with whom they had 

little interaction—such as the Mona-

can of the Virginia interior. Based on 

second-hand information, the Mona-

can were portrayed as few in number, 

dispersed, non-agricultural, and hos-

tile. But, archaeological surveys in the 

interior show this region to have been 

densely occupied, and the ancient 

towns yield evidence of maize and 

squash agriculture. Most importantly, 

the Piedmont and Blue Ridge regions 

of Virginia were marked by the pres-

ence of earthen burial mounds, unlike 

any others found in Virginia. These 

mounds are the heart of the Monacan 

homeland. They are sacred places in 

which the bones of the ancestors were 

ritually buried in ceremonies that took 

place periodically over centuries, 

building the mound higher 

and higher over time.

In 1784, Thomas Jefferson 

transformed one of these 

mounds into the first scien-

tifically studied archaeological site in 

North America. Jefferson was inter-

ested in how and why the mounds 

were constructed, and he used archae-

ological methods to make sense of 

this place in his own terms. However, 

it was not an archaeological site to 

the Monacan people whom Jefferson 

observed performing mournful cer-

emonies there in the 1750s. And it 

was not an archaeological site to the 

Monacan people who returned again 

to this place in 2001 and conducted a 

blessing ritual. To these Monacan tribal 

members, past and present, the mound 

remains first a place of and for the 

ancestors. No further excavations will 

take place there, and human remains 

from nearby mound sites, long held in 

museums, have been returned to the 

Monacan people for reburial, with the 

help of archaeologists. These mounds, 

like all Virginia Indian archaeological 

sites, must be given the respect due 

to the ancestors, and spoken for by 

their descendants. Only then, working 

collaboratively and respectfully, can 

archaeology fulfill its formidable chal-

lenge to help fill in the silences that for 

too long have shaped and distorted so 

much of Virginia’s Indian history.

arCHaEoLogy and VIrgInIa IndIan HISTory
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Native peoples have lived in the area 

we now call Virginia for as many as 

17,000 years, according to archeol-

ogists. However, if you ask Virginia 

Indians how long our people have been 

here, they will probably say, “We have 

always been here.” Our histories, our 

ancestral connections, and our tradi-

tions are intertwined with the land 

called Tsenacomoco by Virginia Algon-

quian peoples. It is a bountiful land, 

given to us by the Creator as the place 

most fitting for us to live.

The early inhabitants of Virginia were 

hunter-gatherers who followed migra-

tory patterns of animals, but over time, 

they settled into specific areas, usu-

ally along the riverbanks, and outlined 

their territories. Our people developed 

intimate, balanced relationships with 

the animals, plants, and geographic 

formations that characterized our 

homelands. History books seldom refer 

to the sophisticated agricultural tech-

niques we practiced for more than 900 

years or to the managed landscapes we 

developed, where hunting and fishing 

areas alternated with townships and 

croplands arranged along the water-

ways. They seldom note that Native 

nutrition was far superior to what was 

available in Europe before the colonial 

era, or that our knowledge of astron-

Virginia indians: 
our story
by karenne wood (monaCan)
Director, Virginia Indian Heritage Program

The founding of the Jamestown Colony in May 1607 marked the first successful settle-
ment of the English on this continent. It was not the beginning of democracy or of free 
enterprise, both of which existed among some indigenous tribes before Europeans 
arrived. It began a developmental process that created the United States of america 
and, much later, equal opportunity. It also began the processes of american Indian 
marginalization, racism, and environmental depredation that followed.

For Virginia Indians, the quadricentennial is a time to reflect on our ancestors’ sacri-
fices and our survival, an opportunity to examine our collective past and to plan for 
the future of unborn generations. It is a time for honest assessment. Would Powha-
tan or John Smith be pleased to see what Virginia has become? How can we ensure 
that during the next 400 years we will hoor the contributions of all our communities 
and protect the environmental gifts that surround us? 

cElEBRATION or cOmmEmORATION?
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omy informed our farming calendars 

as well as navigation by night. Native 

peoples developed complex social and 

religious systems as well as vast trade 

networks that extended thousands of 

miles. Monacan people built impres-

sive burial mounds throughout their 

homeland, and the Powhatan devel-

oped a complicated tributary system 

that influenced political and social rela-

tionships. Virginia was not a wilderness 

to us; it was a known and loved home 

place, and we shared our resources with 

strangers as well as within our commu-

nities. That is the Native way.

The English were not the first Euro-

peans to visit the Chesapeake Bay 

region. Spanish ships began exploring 

its waterways during the early 1500s 

and occasionally captured Native 

boys. The “lost colony” of Roanoke 

was established by the English in the 

1580s but failed within a few years. 

An English ship was attacked by Indi-

ans on the Bay in 1603, and the ship’s 

captain was killed. Sometime shortly 

thereafter, European sailors—most 

likely English—were welcomed by 

the Rappahannock chief, whom they 

killed. They then took several Indian 

prisoners and left. These may have 

been the same Indian men who were 

seen demonstrating dugout canoes on 

the Thames River in England.

When the English colonists arrived in 

our homeland in the spring of 1607, 

perhaps 20,000 Algonquian-speak-

ing peoples were incorporated into 

several paramount chiefdoms such as 

the Powhatan and Patawomeke, or into 

independent tribes such as the Chicka-

hominy and Rappahannock. A similar 

number of Siouan-speaking people 

were located to the west, in the pied-

mont and mountain regions of Virginia, 

members of a loosely confederated 

alliance that included the Monacan, 

Mannahoac, Saponi, Nahyssan, Occa-

neechi, and Tutelo (Totero) tribes. 

There were also Iroquoian-speaking 

Cherokee in the southwestern area, 

as well as the Nottoway and Meherrin 

tribes south of Powhatan’s domain. 

Within a century, the Algonquian tribes 

VIrgInIa IndIanS: oUr STory

NATIVE lANGUAGES AND  
cORRESPONDING VIRGINIA TRIBES

shifting tribal groups

iroquoian

siouan

Algonquian
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When the English arrived in Virginia in 
1607, Powhatan, whose informal name 
was Wahunsunacock, was the acknowl-
edged paramount chief, or mamanatowick, 
of more than 32 tribes, with more than 
150 towns. These tribes ranged from the 
Potomac river in the north to just south 
of the James river in the south, and from 
the fall line of the rivers in the west to the 
atlantic ocean. 

Powhatan, who was probably in his 
60s when he first met the English, had 
acquired leadership of these tribes 
through inheritance and coercion that 
was frequently reinforced with family or 
marriage ties. He held his position not 
only through military strength but also 
through great personal and spiritual 
charisma as well as a complex system of 
social rules not fully understood by the 
English. The tribes under Powhatan’s 
leadership paid tribute to his treasury in 
food and goods, which were then used for 
redistribution, trade, rewards, and cere-
monial display. 

In the early years of the English colony, 
Powhatan’s first intent was probably to 
incorporate the English into his polity 
as another tribe. Thwarted by the Eng-
lish, who had another agenda, he retired 
from leadership around 1616 and died in 
april 1618.
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were reduced to just several hundred 

individuals. Similar depopulations 

occurred among other indigenous 

peoples throughout the East coast 

and inland regions as European set-

tlements spread westward. Through 

disease and then warfare, Native peo-

ples of this continent were decimated, 

and their lands were taken from them. 

It has been estimated that, in some 

areas, as much as ninety percent of 

the Native population succumbed to 

European diseases such as smallpox, 

to which the people had developed 

no immunity.

Initially, the settlers were welcomed, 

first by the Kecoughtan at the mouth 

of the Chesapeake Bay, and then by 

the Paspahegh, who became the clos-

est neighbors to Jamestown. Relations 

deteriorated quickly, however, due 

to cultural misunderstandings and 

deceptions on both sides. Indian raids 

on the English started within a short 

time of their arrival, and from then on, 

relations alternated between uneasy 

truces and outright hostilities. Mean-

while, the starving English attempted 

to trade for corn with several tribes, 

and when they were refused, they took 

it by force. The first real English war 

NATIVE lANGUAGES AND  
cORRESPONDING VIRGINIA TRIBES

shifting tribal groups

iroquoian

siouan

Algonquian
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with Virginia Algonquian tribes began 

in 1610, when Lord de la Warr ordered 

attacks on the Kecoughtan and the 

Paspahegh, and the English soldiers 

brutally killed Indian women and chil-

dren as well as the fighting men. This 

was a shock to the Virginia Indian 

peoples, who did not kill women and 

children during warfare but incorpo-

rated them into the tribe that prevailed. 

After Pocahontas was captured by the 

English in 1613, and then through her 

marriage to John Rolfe and subse-

quent visit to England, several years 

of peace occurred.

Pocahontas died in England in 1617, 

and Powhatan died the following 

year. Within a few short years, the col-

ony was at war again. During the first 

Great Attack, led by Opechancanough 

in 1622, about one third of the Eng-

lish were killed. The second attack, 

in 1644, was followed by the capture 

and murder of Opechancanough. The 

Treaty of 1646 established English 

dominion over the Lower Peninsula 

and the requirement that Indian 

tribes pay tribute to the Governor 

of Virginia, a practice that continues 

today among the Pamunkey and Mat-

taponi tribes in the form of the Annual 

Treaty Tribute ceremony, which is held 

at the Governor’s Mansion on the day  

before Thanksgiving.

In 1676, Nathaniel Bacon sparked a 

rebellion against Governor Berkeley, 

during which he raided the friendly 

Pamunkey, killing many of the people. 

Bacon attacked other Virginia Algon-

quian tribes as well. He also betrayed 

his Occaneechi allies, a branch of the 

Siouan confederation to the west, kill-

ing most of them after they had helped 

him to defeat a Susquehannock group. 

The 1677 Treaty that followed, signed 

by the powerful Pamunkey werowan-

squa Cockacoeske and other Indian 

leaders, established the signatory 

tribes as subjects of the King of Eng-

land and required that they hold their 

lands by patent of the Crown. No Eng-

lish were to settle within three miles of 

an Indian town, a law that was subse-

quently violated innumerable times. 

The travel and trade of Indian nations 

was heavily regulated.

VIrgInIa IndIanS: oUr STory

opechancanough, a leading chief or 
werowance of the Pamunkey nation, 
was a maternal relative of the paramount 
chief Powhatan. Identified as one of 
Powhatan’s successors to the paramount 
chiefdom, he also acted as war chief or 
military leader for Powhatan. opechan-
canough was leading the party of Indians 
who captured Captain John Smith when 
Smith went on an exploratory venture up 
the Chickahominy river late in 1607. 

It was opechancanough who organized 
the attacks against the English colonists 
living outside of Jamestown in 1622, 
in an attempt to punish them for 
encroaching on lands that Powhatan 
had not granted them. The English 
interpreted these attacks as an attempt 
to oust them from Virginia, and they 
retaliated with hostilities against the 
Indians for several years. 

after opechancanough became par-
amount chief in 1629, he organized 
similar attacks in 1644. He was unable 
to walk and was carried on a hurdle to 
the ensuing skirmishes. Shortly thereaf-
ter, when he was nearly 100 years old, he 
was captured by the English and impris-
oned at Jamestown, where he was killed 
when a prison guard shot him in the back. 
opechancanough is still revered today by 
Virginia Indians as a hero and early pro-
tector of our lands.
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In 1691, the Brafferton School at 

the College of William and Mary 

began to educate young Indian men. 

Another Indian school, primarily for 

Saponi youth, was established at Fort 

Christanna in 1714. Fort Christanna 

served as a center for trade between the 

colony and tribes located farther south 

and as an important security buffer for 

the colonial settlements. After the Fort 

closed, some Saponi students attended 

the Brafferton School. This practice of 

educating Indian children as an assimi-

lation attempt was later bureaucratized 

by the United States into the boarding 

schools where Indian children from 

throughout the country were sent. One 

of these schools served African-Amer-

icans and Indians separately; it was 

located in Hampton, Virginia.

Throughout the 18th and 19th cen-

turies, Virginia Indian people found 

themselves policed by the colonial 
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government, reduced to poverty as 

their landholdings eroded or were sto-

len outright. The Tutelo, a branch of the 

Monacan confederacy, left the area to 

ally with the Iroquois to the north, and a 

number of other tribes moved out of Vir-

ginia and other neighboring states. The 

remaining Indians’ cultures changed 

slowly over the years; tribal members 

adopted European tools and farming 

techniques, hunted for the deerskin 

and fur trade as well as subsistence, 

and were introduced to Christianity and 

early American customs. 

Virginia Indians have defended their 

homelands in every war in which the 

U.S. has engaged. Tribal members 

fought in the Revolutionary and Civil 

Wars, sometimes on opposing sides, 

and some emerged as early activists 

during these difficult times. The Upper 

Mattaponi and Monacan tribes have 

maintained oral histories of several 

Revolutionary War veterans. In 1829, 

the South Carolina court of appeals 

rejected the appeal of a Pamunkey 

Indian, a veteran of the Continental 

Army, who received a federal pension 

and had petitioned for the right to 

vote. 

During the Civil War, a number of 

Pamunkey men chose to serve the 

Union Army as pilots, in an effort to 

protect their community from Vir-

ginia authorities who had repeatedly 

attempted to disarm and dispossess 

them of their reservation. These men 

were thrown off the rolls of the Colosse 

Baptist church for serving the Yankees. 

The group included Terrill Bradby, who 

went on to become a Union spy and 

gunboat pilot, and who received a pen-

sion for his war service. Bradby later 

worked with anthropologists James 

Mooney and Albert Gatschet, teaching 

them about Powhatan culture, and he 

VIrgInIa IndIanS: oUr STory

18



Pocahontas, a daughter of the paramount 
chief Powhatan, was about 10 years old in 
1607, when the captive John Smith was 
brought to her father’s headquarters at 
Werowocomoco. She was noted for being 
bright and curious. opinions differ as to 
whether the famous “rescue of John 
Smith” incident actually happened, but 
if it did, it was most likely a form of ritual 
misunderstood by Smith. during the next 
two years, Pocahontas sometimes accom-
panied her father’s councilors on trips to 
Jamestown.

In 1613, while she was visiting with the 
Patawomeke people in what is now Staf-
ford County, the teenager was kidnapped 
by the English and held for ransom. dur-
ing her captivity, Pocahontas met the 
Englishman John rolfe, who wanted to 
marry her. after the English made peace 
with her father, she agreed, with her 
father’s approval, to accept their reli-
gion and marry rolfe. She took the name 
rebecca. The peace that followed lasted 
for several years, during which the Eng-
lish steadily added to their land holdings 
from her people’s territory.

In 1616, the rolfes went to England with 
their young son Thomas, where rebecca 
rolfe was presented to the English court. 
She died there of an unknown disease in 
1617, and she was buried in gravesend. In 
2006, a delegation of Virginia Indians vis-
ited her grave and honored her as one of 
our ancestors who faced difficult decisions 
and did her best for her people.
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was sent to represent his people at the 

Columbian Exposition of the World’s 

Fair in Chicago in 1893.

In Virginia Indian history, the first half 

of the 20th century is dominated by 

issues resulting from state-sanc-

tioned racial policies. The first Race 

Laws were passed in Virginia in 1705; 

more followed in 1866, and the Racial 

Integrity Act passed in 1924. It prohib-

ited marriage to whites by people of 

color, including Indians. In 1967 the 

U.S. Supreme Court overturned it as 

unconstitutional. In 1912, Dr. Walter 

Plecker became the state registrar of 

the Bureau of Vital Statistics in Rich-

mond and remained in his position 

until 1946. He was a staunch advo-

cate for eugenics, the pseudo-science 

of race. Plecker believed that there 

should be only two races of people in 

Virginia, white and “colored,” that white 

people were superior, and that people 

of “mixed” race would produce defec-

tive children. By 1925 he had decided, 

based mainly on conjecture, that there 

were no “pure” Indians in Virginia. He 

developed a list of surnames, people 

he believed to be “mixed,” and he sent 

instructions to local clerks of courts, 

hospital personnel, school adminis-

trators and others, informing them that 

persons with these names were not to 

associate with white people. He altered 

numerous birth certificates of Indian 

people, noting their race as “colored.” 

Plecker was challenged in court during 

the 1940s by two Monacan men, Roy 

and Winston Branham, who had been 

classified as colored for the draft, and 

by other Monacan people who ques-

tioned his right to change their birth 

certificates. Ultimately, he was forced 

to admit that no evidence supported 

his actions.

Most of the current tribes in Virginia 

established churches and sometimes 

mission schools during the early years 

of the 20th century, and many of tthe 

people accepted Christianity. The 

schools provided up to a seventh-

grade education for those children who 

were able to attend. Indians were not 

allowed to attend white schools, and 

they refused to attend black schools. 

Many Indian children were needed to 

While exploring the upper reaches of the 
rappahannock river in 1608, near pres-
ent-day Fredericksburg, John Smith and 
his men encountered a group of war-
riors who fired arrows at them from the 
shoreline and then disappeared into the 
woods. Smith decided to investigate and 
encountered a wounded man who had 
been left behind. Smith’s Powhatan guide 
attempted to kill the man, declaring him 
to be an enemy, but Smith intervened and 
spoke with him through a translator. 

The wounded man identified himself 
as amoroleck, a member of the Man-
nahoac alliance of Siouan-speaking 
tribes, who were hunting in the region. 
When asked about the worlds he knew, 
he described the Powhatan world, then 
his own, and a third nation of Indians 
who lived to the northwest—possibly the 
Haudenosaunee, later called Iroquois by 
Europeans. Smith asked why the Man-
nahoac people had reacted with hostility 
when he was coming in friendship. amo-
roleck replied, “We heard that you were 
a people come from the underworld, to 
take our world from us.”

amoroleck conducted Smith and his men 
to his people’s hunting camp, where they 
were welcomed with a feast and dancing. 
When Smith returned, he boasted to Pow-
hatan that the English had defeated his 
Mannahoac enemies.
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help at home or in the fields and could 

not finish even elementary school. 

Schools were operated for the tribes by 

the churches and were taught by white 

teachers. The Sappony Tribe received 

funding from North Carolina in 1911 for 

an Indian school; two years later, Sap-

pony youth living on the Virginia side of 

the High Plains settlement were per-

mitted to attend the school along with 

their fellow tribal members living on 

the North Carolina side.

High school education was not avail-

able to Indians in Virginia. Those who 

wished to attend were required to leave 

the state. A number of the Virginia 

Algonquian tribes sent their children 

to facilities such as the Bacone Indian 

School in Oklahoma, where they could 

complete high school and the equiva-

lent of a community college degree. 

The trip to Bacone lasted 22 hours 

by train or bus, and children were 

rarely able to come home even for  

Christmas. Some of the graduates, such 

as Leonard and Marie Adkins, became 

teachers and leaders among their own 

people. About half of the Monacan 

families relocated during this time, 

many to Baltimore, Maryland. Mean-

while, students from tribes in faraway 

states such as North and South Dakota 

were being sent to Hampton Institute.  
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VIrgInIa IndIanS: oUr STory

Public schooling was not made avail-

able to Virginia Indians until 1963, 

despite the decision of Brown v. Board 

of Education nine years earlier.

Beginning in the 1890s, many of the Vir-

ginia Algonquian tribes were visited by 

anthropologists James Mooney and later 

Frank Speck, who took photographs and 

compiled descriptions of their commu-

nities. With Speck’s encouragement, the 

tribes attempted to revive the “Powhatan 

Confederacy” in the 1920s, and the first 

efforts toward organized political activ-

ism began. During the 1970s, various 

groups were organized, and tribes began 

working toward official state recognition. 

The Pamunkey Tribe successfully sued 

over a land claim involving reservation 

acreage they had lost during the Civil 

War. Eight tribes obtained official rec-

ognition from the Commonwealth in 

the 1980s, although the Pamunkey and 

Mattaponi had retained their reserva-

tions and had been observing their treaty 

relationship all along. The other state-

recognized tribes are the Chickahominy, 

the Chickahominy Eastern Division, the 

Monacan, the Nansemond, the Rappah-

annock, and the Upper Mattaponi.

Among the Virginia Indian tribes, sev-

eral traditional cultural forms are still 

practiced, and newer traditions have 

developed as well. Tribal artists work 

in beadwork, leather crafting, wood 

carving, pottery, and basket weaving. 

Tribal dancing continues, and Virginia 

Indians practice not only their own 

traditional dances, such as the Green 

Corn Dance and the Canoe Dance, 

but they also participate in intertribal 

powwow dancing as well. The Mat-

taponi and Pamunkey maintain fish 

hatcheries on their rivers to protect 

the population of American shad, and 

most tribes host an annual powwow as 

well as other public events.

Since the 1980s, the tribes have worked 

diligently to retain and reclaim our cul-

tural traditions and improve economic 

conditions for our people. Chiefs are 

elected from among the tribal mem-

STATE REcOGNIzED TRIBES

Eight tribes obtained formal recognition from the  
Commonwealth during the 1980s—The Chickahominy,  
Chickahominy Eastern Division, Mattaponi, Monacan,  
Nansemond, Pamunkey, Rappahannock, and the  
Upper Mattaponi. 

The Pamunkey and Mattaponi retained their  
reservations and have been observing their  
treaty relationships since 1677.

Below is a map of the eight tribes’  
tribal communities today.
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bers, and tribal councils meet regularly 

to address issues of concern and inter-

est. Several tribes have established 

heritage classes for their young peo-

ple and programs for elders. Almost all 

have purchased land in their homeland 

areas. Some are working on language 

reclamation. Six of the eight tribes have 

pursued federal acknowledgement 

through a bill introduced in Congress. 

Together the eight tribes worked to 

organize events for the Jamestown 

2007 commemoration, and in 2006, 

fifty-five tribal delegates visited Kent 

County, England, where Pocahontas is 

buried. It was the first time a delegation 

of Virginia Indians had visited England 

in almost 400 years.

Virginia Indian people are justifiably 

proud of our history, our traditions, our 

survival, and our record of contribu-

tions to our state and country. We love 

our homelands, and we have fought to 

defend them over the centuries. We are 

made of this land, and we belong here. 

We come from this earth, this ground, 

and we will always be here.
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the legacy of a  
complex anniVersary
by david bearinger
Director of Grants and Public Programs
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

We can assume that when the Eng-

lish came ashore in the place we now 

call Virginia in the spring of 1607, Chief 

Powhatan was not surprised. He would 

have known about earlier European 

attempts at settlement in the Mid-

Atlantic; and the arrival of “a people 

from the East” had been foretold to 

him years before.

Powhatan was smart; he was prudent 

and a gifted military strategist. He was 

concerned about this invasion, prob-

ably from the first. The English were 

well armed, aggressive, and obviously 

in no rush to leave. It’s easy to imagine 

his curiosity, mixed with heavy dol-

lops of amusement and even disdain 

for these noisy, ill-prepared foreigners. 

But it’s still a wonder that he spared the 

blustering John Smith—prophesy or no 

prophesy—and allowed the Jamestown 

colonists to live through their first win-

ter in Virginia. 

Clearly, this was his choice.

We can only guess the reasons why.  

But if Powhatan hadn’t permitted it, 

Smith and his companions would 

almost surely never have emerged from 

the shadows of starvation and failure in 

the early years, or succeeded in estab-

lishing their fledgling colony, which to 

the Indians must have seemed as frail 

and tenuous as a hatchling sparrow. 

The arguments are now persuasive 

that it was Powhatan’s strength and 

imagination, even more than Smith’s—

the native people’s forbearance even 

more than the settlers’ tenacity and 

resourcefulness—that ultimately 

ensured Jamestown’s survival. Should 

we honor Powhatan among the found-

ers of Virginia?

The “New World” may have been 

new to the English. But it wasn’t new 

The histories of Virginia’s 
Indian communities are 
significant in their own right; 
they are also essential, 
irreplaceable tributaries of 
the larger story of virginia.
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In 1728, a Sappony Indian by the name 
of Bearskin accompanied the prominent 
colonist William Byrd, who was charged 
by the King of England to settle the 
border disputes between the colonies 
of north Carolina and Virginia. Byrd 
and about 30 woodsmen and traders 
ventured inland from the coastal plain 
through the swamps and dense woods. 
They soon realized the journey would be 
too long and difficult without the help of 
a guide to navigate and a skilled hunter 
to keep the large party fed. Bearskin 
was chosen to accompany the surveying 
party because of his hunting acumen and 
knowledge of the Sappony territory. The 
boundary line that Bearskin helped to 
create runs through the Sappony Indian 
community, known today as the High 
Plains Indian Settlement. as a testament 
to Bearskin’s skill and the many other 
proud Sappony people he met, William 
Byrd honored the Sappony by describ-
ing them as the bravest and most honest 
Indians he had ever known. 
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to Powhatan, or to the Mattaponi, 

the Pamunkey, the Nansemond, the 

Rappahannock, the Chickahominy, 

and the other tribes that comprised his 

paramount chiefdom and its allies. It 

wasn’t new to the Monacan, the Saponi, 

the Meherrin, the Occaneechi, or the 

Patawomeke—to the 50,000 or more 

Native people living within the pres-

ent-day boundaries of Virginia at the 

time the English arrived. And it wasn’t 

new to millions of other Indians who by 

1607 had formed complex, stable soci-

eties—keepers of faith, tradition, law, 

and vividly expressive cultures—from 

the Arctic Circle to Cape Horn.

Virginia’s history is a complex web of 

stories, illustrious and painful. The Vir-

ginia Declaration of Rights was written 

here, but so were the infamous Racial 

Integrity laws that effectively denied to 

Indian people and to others in the state 

the right to claim their own identity. 

The Bill of Rights, drafted by Virgin-

ians, has inspired people and nations 

throughout the world to assert the 

rights of individuals and place limits on 

the power of government. But for many 

decades, African Americans and Indians 

in the state were systematically denied 

their most basic rights and opportuni-

ties under Jim Crow segregation. Four 

of the first five U. S. presidents were 

from Virginia: all four were slave-own-

ers. For more than two hundred years, 

the wealth and progress of Virginia were 

built in substantial part on slave labor. 

The colony and state of Virginia were 

established on Indian lands.

To the state’s tremendous credit, the 

observance of Virginia’s 400th anniver-

sary in 2007 was more than simply a 

celebration. Indian people, along with 

many others, worked to make sure that 

this was so. One of the most important 

outcomes of 2007 was a sustained 

focus on the histories and cultures of 

Virginia Indians, and with it, a new level 

of recognition that Virginia Indians are 

not consigned to the distant past.

Equally important was the focus on  

Virginia’s complex history; the recogni-

Cockacoeske was married to the Pamun-
key chief Totopotomoy, who was killed in 
1656 while fighting as an ally of the Eng-
lish at what became known as the Battle 
of Bloody run. Following his death, she 
became the chief, or weroansqua, of the 
tribe. She was known to the English as 
the Queen of the Pamunkey. despite 
their alliance with the English settlers, 
the Pamunkey were attacked by nathaniel 
Bacon’s forces during Bacon’s rebellion 
in 1676, and Cockacoeske was said to have 
barely escaped with her life. 

Cockacoeske is best known for having 
signed the articles of Peace, also called 
the Treaty of Middle Plantation in 1677—a 
treaty some historians believe she helped 
create, due to her ties with English offi-
cials governing the colony. This treaty 
placed her as leader over a number of 
Indian nations, including the rappahan-
nock and the Chickahominy, who had not 
previously been subject to the Powhatan 
paramount chiefdom. It also defined the 
Indian tribes as tributaries to the Eng-
lish and ushered in peaceful relations 
between the colonists and Indians of the 
Virginia coastal plain. Subsequent ver-
sions of the articles of Peace were written 
over the next few years and signed by 
additional Indian nations. 

Cockacoeske reigned until her death, 
about 1686, but her attempt to reestab-
lish the paramount chiefdom failed, due 
to lack of cooperation among the tribes.
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tion that within every chapter and page 

of this history, from the most inspir-

ing to the most shameful, there are 

stories of survival, adaptation, persis-

tence, creativity, and achievement that 

deserve to be told, and told again, in 

new ways.

Indian people in Virginia seized the 

opportunities of 2007 with enthusi-

asm and generosity. And as a result, 

non-Native Virginians and visitors to 

the state gained a much better under-

standing of Virginia Indian history and 

cultures in the present day, as well as of 

Indian perspectives on the shared his-

tory of the state. 

The challenge for all of us, now that the 

moment of 2007 is past, is to continue 

deepening our common understand-

ing of the “Virginia Experiment,” of the 

forces Jamestown set in motion, of 

what Virginia has become and why; to 

celebrate what is good and worthy of 

celebration, and at the same time to 

acknowledge what’s been lost, sacri-

ficed, and forfeited, and by whom.

The histories of Virginia’s Indian commu-

nities are significant in their own right; 

they are also essential, irreplaceable 

tributaries of the larger story of Virginia. 

This was true decades, even centuries 

before 2007, and it will remain true now 

that the observance of 2007 is past. 

We are fortunate that portions of Vir-

ginia’s Indian history and heritage are 

still accessible to all of us, through 

the resources that are included in this 

Heritage Trail guide. We are even more 

fortunate that Virginia Indians are, in 

fact, still here, still able and willing to 

tell their own stories; that their cultures 

are living and changing, but still firmly 

intact, like trees with new foliage and 

thousand-year-old root systems.

All of us are richer because of this.
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the tribes  
of Virginia

During the 18th and 19th centuries, as 
english settlement encroached on the 
lands of indian tribes in what came to be 
called Virginia, as disease and warfare 
took their toll on indigenous popula-
tions, and as repressive policies were 
instituted to regulate indian ways of life, 
the tribes of Virginia were significantly 
reduced in number. some indigenous 
groups left the area altogether, such as 
the tutelo, who ended up in Canada, 
allied with their former enemies, the 
Haudenosaunee (iroquois) confederacy. 
Other surviving groups banded together 
for protection against both the english 
and enemy tribes, and they remained in 
their homelands.

today, eight tribes are officially recog-
nized by the Commonwealth, but none 
is acknowledged by the federal gov-
ernment. How many groups exist in 
Virginia, such as the Patawomeke, with-
out being formally acknowledged by the 
state? How many individuals trace their 
ancestry to Virginia indian people of the 
past, without recognition, and how many 
people assert an indian identity without 
validation from a tribal community? 
these are complicated questions.

in addition to the eight state-recognized 
tribes, other groups claiming indian 
heritage make their homes in Virginia. A 
few tribes, such as the Meherrin, whose 
documented histories originate in Vir-
ginia, found themselves on the north 
Carolina side of the state line and are 

today recognized by the state of north 
Carolina. three tribes of saponi indi-
ans—the Haliwa saponi, the sappony, 
and the Occaneechi Band of saponi 
indians1—are recognized by north Car-
olina, and their tribal headquarters are 
located not far from the Virginia state 
line. For indigenous peoples, boundary 
lines often exist arbitrarily and without 
reference to hundreds or thousands of 
years of native history.

the sappony, in particular, count 40 
percent of their current population liv-
ing in Virginia and 60 percent in north 
Carolina. their territory at the time of 
english contact included much of the 
southern piedmont. Because the bor-
derline runs through the heart of the 
indian community, the tribe has contin-
ued its long-standing relationships with 
both governments in an effort to serve 
the sappony indian people who live on 
either side of the state line. 

in 1607, the english documented thirty-
two tribes belonging to Powhatan’s 
paramount chiefdom. today, only four of 
those tribes remain. Of the twenty-plus 
tribes belonging to the siouan-speaking 
peoples of the piedmont and mountain 
regions, one remains in Virginia, two in 
north Carolina, and one on the state 
line between them. nevertheless, our 
cultures are vibrant and thriving, testi-
mony to the fortitude of our ancestors 
and our peoples’ continuing determina-
tion to retain and reclaim our heritage.

 1 This tribal name appears historically with various spellings, as do many others. 
Spellings used here reflect the choices of the three tribes, respectively. 
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chickahominy 
tribe
“COArse-POunDeD  
COrn PeOPle”

the Chickahominy tribe is located in 
Charles City County, Virginia, midway 
between richmond and Williams-
burg, near where the tribe lived in 
1600. When Jamestown was founded, 
the tribe lived in established villages 
along the Chickahominy river, from 
the mouth of the river near James-
town to the middle of the current 
county of new Kent. Because of 
their proximity to Jamestown, the  
Chickahominy people had early con-
tact with the english settlers, helping 
them to survive during their first few 
winters here by trading food for other 
items. later, the tribal members 
helped teach the settlers how to 
grow and preserve their own 
food. Captain John smith 
made several trade 
voyages up the Chick-
ahominy river to the 
heart of the Chicka-
hominy land.
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ChiCkahominy tribe

8200 Lott Cary road 
Providence Forge, Va 23140

(804) 829-2027  
 www.chickahominyindiantribe.org

As the settlers began to prosper and 
expand their settlements, the Chick-
ahominy were crowded out of their 
homeland. in the treaty of 1646, the 
tribe was granted reservation land in 
the Pamunkey neck area of Virginia, 
near where the Mattaponi reservation 
now exists in King William County. 
eventually, the tribe lost its reserva-
tion land, and the tribal families began 
a gradual migration to the area called 
the Chickahominy ridge, where they 
now reside.

the families began to purchase land for 
their homes and established samaria 
Baptist Church, which serves as an 
important focal point for the commu-
nity. they also purchased land here for 
tribal use and eventually constructed a 
tribal center. each year, the Fall Festi-
val and Powwow is hosted by the tribe 
on its property near the tribal center, 
with people in attendance from all 

over the united states, particularly the  
east Coast.

At the time of the english colonists’ 
arrival, the tribe was led by a council 
of elders and religious leaders called 
the mungai or “great men,” rather than 
by a single person. today, it is led by a 
tribal council consisting of twelve men 
and women, including a chief and two 
assistant chiefs, all elected by vote of 
the members of the tribe.

there are approximately 875 Chicka-
hominy people living within a five-mile 
radius of the tribal center, with several 
hundred more living in other parts of 
the united states.

the Chickahominy tribe was granted 
official recognition by the state of Vir-
ginia in 1983 and since 1996 has been 
working hard towards recognition by 
the federal government.
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eastern 
chickahominy 
tribe

the Chickahominy tribe eastern Division is 
located 25 miles east of richmond 

in new Kent County, Virginia. 
european contact with the 

tribal ancestry of the 
modern-day Chick-

ahominy indians 
and the Chicka-

hominy indian 
tr i b e  e a s t-

ern Division 
is recorded 
as early as 
1607. they 
shared a 
h i s t o r y 
until the 

early 1900s, 
when it was 

decided by 
the eastern 

Chickahominy 
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eastern ChiCkahominy tribe

3120 Mount Pleasant road
Providence Forge, Va 23140

 www.cied.org

to organize their own tribal govern-
ment. this was done because of travel 
inconvenience to tribal meetings of the 
Chickahominy in Charles City County.

in 1910, a school was started in new 
Kent County for the Chickahominy tribe 
eastern Division. grades 1 through 8 
were taught in this one-room school. 
in 1920-21, the tribe was formally orga-
nized as a separate tribal government, 
with e.P. Bradby as the Chief. in sep-
tember 1922 tsena Commocko indian 
Baptist Church was organized. Church 
services were held in the school build-
ing until a church could be built. in 
1925, a certificate of incorporation was 
issued to the Chickahominy tribe east-
ern Division. the tribe presently has 
132 members, with 67 members liv-
ing in Virginia and the rest out of state. 
the tribe is proud of its 26 veterans 

with service in the Armed Forces since 
World War i. today the people of the 
tribe enjoy employment in the private 
sector, working in the areas of technol-
ogy, nursing, business administration, 
and privately owned businesses.

the tribe purchased 41 acres of land 
in 2002, becoming one of the last of 
the eight state-recognized tribes in Vir-
ginia to own land. tribal members plan 
to build a tribal center and museum, 
where functions can be held in an envi-
ronment of fellowship and interaction 
with those who come from out of state. 
the hope to enrich and educate our 
people and the people of Virginia is a 
strong drive to move forward. the tribe 
currently holds meetings in the tsena 
Commocko Baptist Church Fellowship 
Hall. the tribe was recognized by the 
state on March 25, 1983.
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mattaponi  
indian  
tribe
the members of this tribe live on a res-
ervation that stretches along the borders 
of the Mattaponi river in King William 
County. the Mattaponi indian reserva-
tion dates back to 1658. in those early 
days, the people made their living com-
pletely from nature’s resources. in 1646 
the Mattaponi began paying tribute to 
an early Virginia governor. this practice 
continues to the present day, when on 
the fourth Wednesday of november the 
tribe presents game or fish to the gover-
nor of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

the Mattaponi indian reservation was 
created from land long held by the 
tribe by an act of the Virginia general 
Assembly in 1658. Being one of the old-
est reservations in the country, the tribe 
traces its history back to the paramount 
chief Powhatan, father of Pocahontas, 
who ruled most of tidewater Virginia 
when europeans arrived in 1607. since 
the Assembly’s affirmation of the res-

ervation in 1658, the Mattaponi tribe 
has maintained its heritage and many 
of its customs despite strong pressures 
pushing toward assimilation with the 
mainstream culture.

through the years, both the reserva-
tion’s physical size and the number of 
tribal members have diminished. the 
reservation today encompasses approx-
imately 150 acres, a portion of which 
is wetland. Although the tribal roll 
numbers 450 people, only 75 actually 
live on the reservation. the Mattaponi 
indian tribe is state recognized and 
continues to maintain its own sover-
eign government. the governing body 
today is made up of the chief, assis-
tant chief, and seven councilmen. the 
mission of the Mattaponi people is to 
maintain a sustainable community on 
the Mattaponi river, a tributary of the 
Chesapeake Bay, that will extend the 
thousands of years of Mattaponi history 
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mattaponi indian tribe

1467 Mattaponi reservation Circle
West Point, Va 23181 

www.baylink.org/mattaponi
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and heritage and, in doing so, demon-
strate to all people how they may live 
successful and rewarding lives in har-
mony with the earth. the reservation 
today sits on the banks of the Mattaponi 
river, one of the most pristine rivers in 
the eastern united states. Facilities on 
the reservation include living quarters, 
a small church, a museum, the Fish 
Hatchery and Marine science Facility, 
and a community tribal building that  
was formerly the reservation school.

shad have always been a staple in the 
Mattaponi diet and at the center of the 
Mattaponi culture. the traditions 
continue as the Mattaponi people 
work in harmony with the land 
and the river. the Hatchery 
and Marine science Facility 
were funded through grants 
from a number of founda-
tions and organizations 
as well as from individual 

contributions. the facility supports the 
tribe’s traditional work with American 
shad and began several new programs 
that include fish tagging, water quality 
monitoring, and the development of 
educational materials for schools and 
communities about protecting  
water resources.
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monacan  
indian  
nation
the Monacan indian nation is com-
posed of about 1,600 tribal members, 
located in Amherst County and recog-
nized as a tribe by the Commonwealth 
of Virginia on February 14, 1989. 
native habitation in this region dates 
back more than 10,000 years, and the 
original territory of the tribe and its 
allies comprised more than half of the 
state of Virginia, including almost all 
of the Piedmont region and parts of 
the Blue ridge Mountains. the Mona-
can nation is one of the oldest groups 
of indigenous peoples still existing 
in their ancestral homeland, and the 
only group of eastern siouan people 
in the state.

scientists believe that the siouan-
speaking people were unified at one 
time, thousands of years ago, in the 
Ohio river Valley, and that the tribes 
moved both east and west, separating 
into the eastern and Western siouan 

speakers. Monacan indians spoke a 
language related to other eastern 
siouan tribes, such as the tutelo. the 
Monacan are related to the Occanee-
chi and saponi peoples now located 
in north Carolina, and they were 
affiliated with the Mannahoac, who 
occupied the northern Piedmont  
in Virginia.

traditionally, Monacan people buried 
the remains of their dead in sacred 
earthen mounds constructed over 
time. thirteen such mounds have 
been found throughout the Blue 
ridge and Piedmont regions, simi-
larly constructed, some more than a 
thousand years old. thomas Jefferson 
observed several indians visiting one 
of the mounds on his property in the 
1700s. He later excavated the mound 
and became known as the father of 
American archaeology because he 
documented the findings.
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monaCan indian nation

P.o. Box 1136 
Madison Heights, Va 24572

(434) 946-0389
www.monacannation.com
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st. Paul’s episcopal  
Mission at Bear Moun-
t a i n  i s  t h e  s i te  o f 
the tribe’s ancestral 
museum and cultural 
center. the episcopal 
Diocese returned the land 
on which the tribal center 
sits to the Monacan nation 
in 1995, ending nearly a cen-
tury of church control over this 
small tract held sacred by Mona-
can people. since that time, the tribe 
has purchased more than 100 acres on 
Bear Mountain and has obtained two 
other parcels of land in the same area. 
tribal members have begun a cultural 
education program, an elders’ pro-
gram, and a tribal scholarship fund. 
they have obtained numerous grants 
to fund their projects and have restored 
their log cabin schoolhouse, circa 1870, 
which is now a registered national  
Historic landmark.

 
the tribe  
holds its Annual 
Powwow in May of each  
year and its Homecoming  
Festival on the first saturday  
in October. Both events are  
open to the public.
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nansemond 
tribe

At the time of their first english con-
tact in Virginia, the nansemond 
tribe lived in several villages along 
the nansemond river centered near 
Chuckatuck, the current location of 
suffolk. their head chief lived near 
Dumpling island, where the tribe’s 
temples and sacred items were 
located. At that time, the tribe had a 
population of 1200 persons with 300 
bowmen.

the arriving english raided the nan-
semond town in 1608, burning their 
houses and destroying their canoes 
in order to force them to give up their 
corn, thus beginning the open hos-
tilities between the two communities. 
As increasing numbers of europeans 
poured into the nansemond river 
area, the tribal members had to 
relocate their tribal lands and their 

reservation on several occasions, los-
ing their last known reservation lands 
in 1792.

Currently most nansemond tribal 
members still live in the suffolk/
Chesapeake area. the tribe holds 
its monthly meetings at the indiana 
united Methodist Church, which was 
founded in 1850 as a mission for the 
nansemond, and which is adjacent to 
the site of earlier tribal schools. the 
tribe was state recognized in 1985. 
the members have operated a tribal 
museum and gift shop in Chuckatuck, 
and they have current plans for a 
tribal center and museum and living 
history area on ancestral lands along 
the nansemond river. they co-host 
a powwow each June with the city of 
Chesapeake, and they celebrate their 
tribal Annual Powwow each August.
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nansemond tribe

P.o. Box 6558
Churchland Post office
Portsmouth, Va 23703

www.nansemond.org
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pamunkey 
tribe

the Pamunkey indian reservation, on 
the Pamunkey river and adjacent to 
King William County, contains approx-
imately 1,200 acres, 500 acres of which 
is wetlands with many creeks. thirty-
one families reside on the reservation, 
and many tribal members live in nearby 
richmond and newport news, as well 
as throughout Virginia and the u.s.

the history of the Pamunkey tribe has  
been recorded by archaeologists,  

anthropologists, and  
historians, and native 

occupation of 

their tribal area dates back ten to twelve 
thousand years. Opechancanough was 
the chief of the Pamunkey, and he suc-
ceeded Powhatan as paramount chief 
shortly after Powhatan’s death. Modern-
day Pamunkey indians are descendants 
of Opechancanough’s and Powhatan’s 
people. legal acknowledgment came 
with the 1646 and 1677 treaties with the 
King of england. the Articles of Peace 
between lord Charles ii and several 
Virginia indian tribes were signed on 
behalf of the tribes by the head woman 
of the Pamunkey, Cockacoeske, at the 
camp at Middle Plantation on May 

20, 1677. the two major treaties with 
the Pamunkey established 

Articles of Peace and 
a land base as 

early as 1658.  
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pamunkey tribe

Pamunkey Tribal government
route 1, Box 2220 

King William, Va 23086
(804) 843-4792

www.baylink.org/pamunkey

this is the reservation that exists today. 

the tribe has maintained its own gov-
erning body, which consists of a chief 
and seven council members elected 
every four years. the chief and coun-
cil perform all tribal governmental 
functions as set forth by their laws. All 
of these laws are administered by the 
tribe itself.

elections are held every four years, in 
the traditional manner of using a pea 
and a corn. A basket is passed around 
on election night with the same num-
ber of peas and corn kernels as voters. 
the chief is the first to be voted on, and 
then the seven councilmen. each per-
son is given a pea and a corn to vote 
when the basket is passed for a candi-
date. A corn is for a “yes” vote for the 
candidate, and a pea is for a “no” vote. 
the peas and corn are counted for each 
person. Finally, when the basket has 

been passed for each candidate for the 
position, the person with the most corn 
is elected.

the Pamunkey have some unique 
dealings with the state and federal 
governments. Public law 96-484 
acknowledges the Pamunkey as a 
tribe covered by the non-intercourse 
Act. House report no. 96-1144, PW, 
states that “both Federal and state 
prohibit the acquisition of Pamunkey 
tribal lands without the consent of the 
Federal and state governments.” the 

“indian tribal government tax status 
Act,” 26 u.s.C. §7871, which extends 
to tribal governments numerous tax 
advantages that have been enjoyed by 
states and their subdivisions, applies 
to the Pamunkey tribe. Pamunkey 
people have served in the u.s. Armed 
services during every war and major 
conflict, beginning with the revolu-
tionary War.
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rappahannock 
tribe
“WHere tHe tiDe  
eBBs AnD FlOWs”

the rappahannock probably first 
encountered the english in 1603. it 
was likely Captain samuel Mace who 
sailed up the rappahannock river 
and was befriended by the rappah-
annock chief. the record tells us that 
the ship’s captain killed the chief and 
took a group of rappahannock men 
back to england. in December 1603, 
those men were documented giv-
ing dugout demonstrations on the 
thames river. in December 1607, the 
rappahannock people first met Cap-
tain John smith at their capital town 

“topahanocke,” on the banks of the 
river bearing their name. At the time, 
smith was a prisoner of Powhatan’s 
war chief, Opechancanough. He took 
smith to the rappahannock town 
for the people to determine whether 
smith was the englishman who, four 
years earlier, had murdered their chief 
and kidnapped some of their people. 
smith was found innocent of these 

crimes, at least, and he returned to 
the rappahannock homeland in the 
summer of 1608, when he mapped 
14 rappahannock towns on the north 
side of the river. the territory on the 
south side of the river was the primary 
rappahannock hunting ground.

english settlement in the rappahan-
nock river valley began illegally in 
the 1640s. After Bacon’s rebellion, 
the rappahannock consolidated into 
one village, and in november 1682 the 
Virginia Council laid out 3,474 acres 
for the rappahannock in indian neck, 
where their descendants live today. 
One year later, the Virginia colony 
forcibly removed the tribal members 
from their homes and relocated them, 
to be used as a human shield to pro-
tect white Virginians from the iroquois 
of new York, who continued to attack 
the Virginia frontier and to threaten the 
expansion of english settlement.
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rappahannoCk tribe

rappahannock Cultural Center
5036 Indian neck rd.

Indian neck, Va 23148
(804) 769-0260

e-mail • www.rappahannocktribe@aol.com
web • www.rappahannocktribe.org

in an effort to solidify 
their tribal government 
in order to fight for their 
state recognition, the rappa-
hannock incorporated in 1921. the tribe 
was officially recognized as one of the 
historic tribes of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia by an act of the general 
Assembly on March 25, 1983. in 1996 
the rappahannock reactivated work on 
federal acknowledgment, which had 
begun in 1921, when Chief george 
nelson petitioned the u.s. Congress 
to recognize rappahannock civil and 
sovereign rights. in 1995 they began 
construction of their cultural center 
project and completed two phases by 
1997. in 1998 the rappahannock tribe 
elected the first woman chief, g. Anne 
richardson, to lead a tribe in Virginia 
since the 1700s. As a fourth-genera-
tion chief in her family, she brings to 
the position a long legacy of tradi-
tional leadership and service among 
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her  people. Also in 1998, the tribe pur-
chased 119 acres and established a 
land trust on which to build their hous-
ing development. they built their first 
home and sold it in 2001.

the rappahannock tribe hosts their 
traditional Harvest Festival and Pow-
wow annually on the second saturday 
in October at their Cultural Center in 
indian neck. they have a traditional 
dance group called the rappahan-
nock native American Dancers and 
a drum group called the Maskapow 
Drum group, which means “little Bea-
ver” in the Powhatan language. Both 
of these groups perform locally and 
abroad in their efforts to educate the 
public about rappahannock history 
and tradition.
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upper  
mattaponi 
tribe

For centuries the ancestors of the 
upper Mattaponi people lived in vil-
lages along the waterways of Virginia. 
they harvested corn, beans, and 
squash and hunted deer. they spoke 
an Algonquian language, and when 

the British came 
in 1607 

they were prosperous members of 
the Powhatan paramount chiefdom. 
Captain John smith’s map of 1612 
indicates that the tribe’s present loca-
tion corresponds with a village called 
 Passaunkack.

in the mid-1600s, the upper reaches 
of the Mattaponi river were still fron-
tier, and other tribes had been forced 
into the area by the expansion of the 
British. A 1673 map drawn by August 
Hermann notes the largest concen-
tration of indians near Passaunkack, 
home of the upper Mattaponi. the 
Peace treaty of 1677 was signed on 
behalf of the Mattaponi by Werowan-
squa Cockacoeske, and a reservation 
of Chickahominy and Mattaponi was 
established near Passaunkack. During 
the 1700s, the Chickahominy moved 
back to their homeland. those people 
who remained were the ancestors of 
today’s upper Mattaponi tribe.
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upper mattaponi tribe

13383 King William road
King William, Va 23086

www.uppermattaponi.org

through the 18th and 19th centuries, 
the upper Mattaponi were known as 
the Adamstown Band, because so 
many of the tribal citizens had the 
last name Adams. By 1850 a nucleus 
of at least 10 Adamstown families were 
documented in the area, farming and 
hunting. A Civil War map of 1863 des-
ignated the area as indian land, and 
by the 1880s the Adamstown Band had 
built its own school. Because of the 
racial climate, indian people had few 
rights and found it difficult to prosper. 
even so, they valued an education, and 
the first federal funds were requested 
in 1892 for education of the Adam-
stown indians. in the early 20th century, 
a cultural revival spread throughout 
the tribes of the region, and the band 
changed its name to the upper Matta-
poni indian tribe.

in 1919 the tribe built a small one-
room schoolhouse, sharon indian 
school. this building served them 
until 1952, when a brick structure was 
erected adjacent to the original build-
ing. the new school was closed in 1965 
with the policy of desegregation, and 
it is now on the Virginia landmarks 
register and the national register of 

Historic Buildings. it is the only public 
indian school building still existing in 
Virginia. today sharon indian school 
is used for events such as tribal meet-
ings and cultural gatherings.

By the 1800s, most upper Mattaponi 
people had converted to Christianity 
and worshipped in their homes or in 
other indian churches, in particular 
the Pamunkey and Mattaponi reserva-
tion churches. in the early 20th century, 
church services were held in the one-
room school building, but in 1942 the 
tribe built a new church, indian View 
Baptist. every summer, homecoming 
is held on the grounds, and hundreds 
of upper Mattaponi and dozens of 
indians from other Virginia tribes join 
together there.

During the last half of the 20th cen-
tury, even as the upper Mattaponi 
people maintained their tribal iden-
tity, they became part of the fabric of 
mainstream America as physicians, 
pharmacists, accountants and busi-
ness owners. the tribe has purchased 
land, where many cultural events are 
held, and they have plans to develop 
a new tribal center.
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From 2005 through early 2007, Virginia 
Indian Heritage Trail researchers visited 
more than 100 sites throughout Virginia 
that offer interpretive exhibits and programs 
about Virginia Indians. These were sites that 
responded to the “Time Travelers (Before 
1607)” program of the Virginia Association for 
Museums and selected others. Each site was 
analyzed for historical accuracy, cultural sen-
sitivity, and completeness of presentation. 
Our researchers then made recommen-
dations as to whether each site should be 
included in this guide and why. The recom-

mendations were shared with the chiefs and 
assistant chiefs of the eight state-recognized 
tribes and with the Virginia Council on Indi-
ans, an advisory Council to the Governor and 
state legislature, whose members represent 
the state tribes and the at-large Indian pop-
ulation. The sites included here result from 
that selection process.

We found that site presentations are gen-
erally more accurate than we might have 
expected, and attempts are being made 
to update facilities and exhibits through-

guide to the sites

tribAl sites
 northern neck/middle peninsula 

1 Mattaponi indian reservation p. 49
2 Pamunkey reservation p. 50
3 rappahannock tribal Center p. 52

 Central 

4 Monacan Ancestral Museum p. 53

interpretive sites
 northern virginia 

5 gulf Branch nature Center p. 55
6 leesylvania state Park p. 56

 northern neck/middle peninsula 

7 King William Historical Museum p. 57
8 richmond County Museum p. 58

 eastern shore 

9 Barrier islands Center p. 59

 tidewater 

10 Brafferton indian school p. 60

11 First landing state Park p. 61
12 Hampton History Museum p. 62
13 Historic Jamestowne island p. 63
14 Jamestown settlement p. 64
15 Mariners’ Museum p. 65

 Central 

16 Amazement square p. 66
17 AVOCA p. 67
18 Bedford City County Museum p. 68
19 Henricus Historical Park p. 69
20 Virginia Historical society p. 70

 south Central 

21 MacCallum More Museum p. 71
22 south Boston-Halifax County  
 Museum of Fine Arts & History p. 72
23 Virginia Museum of natural History p. 73

 southwest/mountain 

24 Museum of Middle Appalachians p. 74

 shenandoah valley/roanoke 

25 Museum of the shenandoah Valley p. 75
26 natural Bridge p. 76

Information listed in this guide is current  
as of publication, but we suggest  
contacting sites before visiting.
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key to HISTORIcAl ERAS
out the Commonwealth. Unfortunately, we 
also found that many presentations focus 
heavily on archaeological discoveries, with 
arrowheads and potsherds being relatively 
common and interpretative material focusing 
only on “prehistoric” periods. Virginia Indian 
history seems to end around 1700, accord-
ing to some presentations, and in a number 
of exhibits there is no connection between 
Indian peoples of the past and present. 

At the same time, there appears to be a 
renaissance within some Virginia museums 
and other sites, with an expanded interpre-
tation emphasizing the continuing history 
and contributions of Virginia Indians into the 
present day. We are beginning to tell a more 
complete story, a more interesting story. In 
this way, we can all learn more about who 
we are.
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mattaponi indian 
reservation

northern neck/middle peninsula 

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785
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1785-1820s
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1820-1840s
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1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s
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HISTORIcAl ERAS

Museum, Shad Fish Hatchery,  
Pottery Shop, and Trading Post
Mattaponi Tribal government
rt. 2, Box 255
West Point, Va 23181

County King William
emaiL leagle@inna.net 
website www.baylink.org/Mattaponi
ContaCt gertrude Custalow, Director

type of heritage site

reservation, Museum /Cultural Center

physiCaL desCription

located in the north central area of the Middle Peninsula, on the Mattaponi river, this 
is one of two indian reservations in Virginia.

direCtions From richmond, rt. 360 east. turn right on rt. 30. turn onto state rt. 626 
and turn left. Follow signs onto the reservation.

hours saturday and sunday 10–4. Available by appointment other days.

admission $2.50 per person

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Museum contains exhibits covering the ice Age, Paleolithic, Archaic, and Wood-
land time periods. tribal history, stone tools, bowls, and newspaper clippings are 
some of the items available at the Museum. Additionally, the history of the Annual 
tax tribute, presented by the Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes to the Virginia gov-
ernor in honor of the 1646 treaty, is available covering the period from the late 
1800s to the present. the shad hatchery presents information on river ecology and 
recovery efforts, which include the hatching and releasing of fingerling shad into 
the Mattaponi river. the Pottery shop offers visitors a glimpse of the continuing 
Mattaponi pottery tradition, and the trading Post offers items for sale.
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pamunkey 
reservation

Pamunkey Tribal government
route 1, Box 2220
King William, Va 23086

County King William

website www.baylink.org/Pamunkey

ContaCt Chief William P. Miles, (804) 843-4740

type of heritage site

reservation, Museum /Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

this museum has one of the finest collections of replicated artifacts in the u.s. 
Many of the pieces were made by some of the best flint-knappers in the world. 
the museum was created in consultation with Dr. errett Callahan, who conducted 
research with the Pamunkey in the 1970s and 1980s. exhibits cover the ice Age, 
Paleolithic, Archaic, and Woodland time periods. Additional topics covered include 
pottery making, a continuous tradition since pre-contact times (though styles have 
reflected more modern techniques over the past 100 years). Other exhibits discuss 
more recent events and past chiefs during the last 100 years.

physiCaL desCription

the reservation is located adjacent to the Pamunkey river in the central Middle Pen-
insula. it is one of two indian reservations in the state.

direCtions From richmond, rt. 360 east. turn right onto rt. 30. turn right on rt. 633 
(Powhatan trail). turn right on rt. 673. Once on the reservation, follow 
signs to museum.

hours tuesday–saturday 10–4; sunday 1–4.

admission $2.50 per person, $1.50 for seniors

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures

northern neck/middle peninsula

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
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1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
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pamunkey indian museum 
and historical sites

to walk through the museum is to walk through time. Beginning with the ice Age, 
you are made familiar with “the People” (what they looked like, their ornaments, 
and their existence); “their natural environment” (the land they inhabited, and 
how it looked); “their settlement” (the dwelling places of the people); and “their 
subsistence” (the tools they used and how they survived). these four themes reap-
pear in each archaeological time frame shown. Also, there are three documentary 
films about reservation life.

One of the most important buildings on the reservation is the tribal Council com-
plex, and the least conspicuous is the Pottery school. set off by itself at the edge 
of the woods, it has been the home of the Pamunkey indian Potters’ guild since 
the early 1930s. Clay has been dug from the shores of the Pamunkey river on the 
reservation for hundreds of years. the clay is used today by the current potters, 
who still use the ancient method of coiling to make their pottery. in addition, pit 
firing is still practiced by contemporary Pamunkey potters using wood and bark 
to fire the pottery and other items. the Museum shop glitters with the crafts that 
attest to the industry of the cooperative’s members. All people are welcome to 
visit the museum and the Pamunkey reservation.

the Pamunkey Baptist Church is the oldest indian church in the state. it was built 
by tribal members in 1865 and still has sunday school and morning services every 
sunday.

After many years of Pamunkey Chiefs petitioning the governor’s office to provide 
a school for the children of the reservation, a one-room schoolhouse was built 
by members of the tribe with help from the Commonwealth of Virginia. grades 
1 through 7 were offered at the school, which was attended by both Pamunkey 
and Mattaponi children. For years, the Pamunkey children could only go as high 
as the 7th grade in the reservation school. in later years, they had to travel hun-
dreds of miles to attend one of the BiA boarding schools in order to obtain a high 
school education.

A visit to the Pamunkey shadfish Hatchery allows one to see the embodiment of 
a sustained effort to preserve and restore the American shad, one of the Chesa-
peake Bay’s indigenous species, which travel the Pamunkey river each spring to 
spawn. since 1918, the Hatchery has been hatching and releasing fingerling shad 
into the river during the spawning season. the Pamunkey have maintained a phi-
losophy that if you took fish from the water, you should put some back. in this way 
we honor the traditions of our ancestors.

northern neck/middle peninsula
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rappahannock 
tribal Center

rappahannock Tribal Center
5036 Indian neck road
Indian neck, Va 23148

County King & Queen

phone (804) 769-0260

emaiL info@rappahannocktribe.org

website www.rappahannocktribe.org

type of heritage site

Museum /Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the tribal museum contains both modern and prehistoric items (points, pottery, 
etc.), including items from past archaeological digs. A set of beads from early 
contact are on site and are a significant find. these trade beads would have been 
introduced in the early 1600s. Historical photographs of tribal members are pres-
ent. One in particular shows a rabbit hunt and the use of “rabbit sticks” from the 
1930s or 1940s. tribal members are available to provide historical information. A 
facial reconstruction of an early rappahannock man has recently been added to 
the displays, along with educational materials.

physiCaL desCription

the tribal Center is adjacent to the grounds where an annual one-day powwow is held.

direCtions From richmond, rt. 360 east. in King & Queen County, turn left on new-
ton rd. After 3 miles, turn right at Owens Mill rd. turn right onto indian 
neck rd. tribal center is on left.

hours By appointment

admission none

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures

northern neck/middle peninsula

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622
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Central

monacan ancestral 
museum

Monacan Indian nation
2009 Kenmore road
amherst, Va 24521

County Amherst

phone (434) 946-5391; (434) 946-0389

emaiL MNation538@aol.com 

website www.monacannation.com/museum.shtml

ContaCt sue elliot, Director

type of heritage site

Church; educational site, Museum /Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Museum houses hundreds of artifacts, including archaic projectile points, 
pottery, 18th- and 19th-century household items, and contemporary basketry and 
crafts. Visitors can watch a 20-minute video produced by a tribal member about 
Monacan history. Along with hundreds of photographs of tribal members over 
the past two centuries, the Museum also showcases two facial reproductions of 
ancestral Monacan indians, created using forensic techniques. it offers t-shirts, 
books, and other items for sale.

Adjacent to the Museum is the restored log cabin mission schoolhouse, circa 1870, 
which is now a national Historic landmark. this one-room schoolhouse served 
as the only source of education for Monacan people until 1964. it is open to the 
public and contains items from the past century. st. Paul’s episcopal Church, est. 
1907, is still in use.

physiCaL desCription

the Monacan Ancestral Museum is at the foot of Bear Mountain, the traditional center 
of the Monacan tribe.

direCtions From Charlottesville, rt. 29 south to third Amherst exit (rt. 29 Business 
north). left on Kenmore rd. the museum is about 6 winding miles on 
the left.

hours tuesday–saturday 9–3 or by appointment.  
Please call ahead to verify that staff is available.

admission $3 per person

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures
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gulf branch  
nature Center

3608 n. Military rd.  
arlington, Va 22207

County Arlington

phone (703) 228-3403

website www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/ 
ParksRecreation/scripts/nature/ 
ParksRecreationScriptsNatureGulfbranch.aspx 

type of heritage site

County Park

historiCaL signifiCanCe

this park offers various exhibits, including a small collection of Woodland arti-
facts and descriptive interpretation focused on pre-contact native life in the area: 
foods, tools, pottery, and natural environment.

physiCaL desCription

located on 38 acres at the site of gulf Branch stream, with pond, wooded trails and 
access to the Potomac river. the park, primarily wooded, is a good place to study native 
woodland plant communities. the center has an interpretive nature center, a recon-
structed log house, a blacksmith’s shop, animal displays, and educational programs 
offered year round.

direCtions the nature Center is located in north Arlington. From lee Highway, turn 
north onto Military rd. Pass through two lights. After the second light, the 
driveway for the nature center is at the bottom of the second hill. look for 
the brown signs. 

 Public Transportation: Orange metro line to Ballston or to east Falls 
Church. then take Art 53—it stops in front of park driveway, between 
36th and 37th rd.

hours tuesday–saturday 10–5; sunday 1–5; closed Mondays 

admission Free

Not handicapped accessible; restrooms, brochures

northern virginia

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

j

55



HISTORIcAl ERAS

Leesylvania  
state park

2001 daniel K. Ludwig drive
Woodbridge, Va 22191

County Prince William County 

phone (703) 730-8205

emaiL leesylvania@dcr.virginia.gov

website www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/lee.shtml

 
type of heritage site

Historic Park/natural Area

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the display at leesylvania is small but has a great deal of information. it is com-
posed of a small number of artifacts and several reproductions by Daniel Abbott 
and Kelly Viars. the display contains pictures including the John smith map of 1612 
and John White drawings with descriptions. Periods covered are Paleo, Archaic, 
and Woodland. several small informative displays describe the Powhatan para-
mount chiefdom and the Dogue indians.
 

physiCaL desCription

A 500-acre park on a peninsula bordered by the Potomac river, neabsco Creek and 
Powells Creek, with hiking trails, a public beach and boat ramp.

direCtions From Fredericksburg, take i-95 south to rippon landing exit 156.  
Head east on rt. 784 to u.s. rt. 1, then head east on rt. 610 (neabsco rd.) 
2 miles to park entrance.

hours Dawn till dusk

admission $4 parking fee weekdays, $5 on weekends & holidays

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures
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northern neck/middle peninsula

king william 
historical museum

227 Horse Landing road
P.o. Box 233
King William, Va 23086

County King William

phone (804) 769-9619

website www.kingwilliamcounty.us/museum.htm

 
type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the museum features displays including Virginia indian, African American, and 
colonial artifacts; a timeline that spans 1607 to present; an Aylett port scene, and 
a King William mural. Virginia indian exhibits were developed in consultation with 
tribal leaders, who served on the advisory board.
 

physiCaL desCription

located in the old Circuit Court Clerk’s office on the Courthouse green.

direCtions From richmond, rt. 360 east to rt. 30 east. Follow rt. 30 into King William. 
Courthouse green is on the left.

hours saturday 10–5, sunday 1–5 or by appointment.

admission Free, donations accepted.

Restrooms. Tours of the original Courthouse are also available.
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northern neck/middle peninsula

richmond  
County museum

5874 richmond road
Warsaw, Va 22572

County richmond

phone (804) 333-3607

emaiL museum@co.richmond.va.us

website www.co.richmond.va.us/museum.htm

ContaCt Francine Barber, David Jett

 
type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

exhibits developed in consultation with the rappahannock tribe tell the story of 
the tribe from pre-colonial times through display panels and an interaction time-
line. lithic objects are featured, as well as more recent items, such as oak splint 
baskets and a bread tray. A photo exhibit details the involvement of anthropologist 
Frank speck with the tribe, circa 1920. Contemporary rappahannock activities are 
also discussed. An excellent exhibit on the pottery of Mattaponi tribal members 
June and ernest langston is unique.
 

physiCaL desCription

located in the historic jail house, circa 1872, on the Courthouse green.

direCtions From richmond, rt. 360 east through tappahannock and across 
rappahannock river to town of Warsaw.  the museum is on the right.

 From Fredericksburg, rt. 3 east to intersection of rt. 360, turn right on 
360, and museum is on left.

hours Open Wednesday–saturday 11–3 and by appointment.  
Closed December–February.

admission Free, donations accepted.

Not handicapped accessible, but 1st floor has wheelchair access.  
Restrooms, brochures. Guided tours available.
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barrier islands 
Center

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Barrier Islands Center
P.o. Box 206
Machipongo, Va 23405

County Accomac 

phone (757) 678-5550; toll free: (888) 678-5572

emaiL bic@esva.net

website www.barrierislandscenter.com

ContaCt Dr. Harry Holcomb, Curator

type of heritage site

Museum /Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Center has a small exhibit of artifacts showcasing the indigenous inhabitants 
of the eastern shore before contact. there are about 30 pieces in this lithic col-
lection, mainly projectile points and bifaces. there is also an exhibit about John 
smith’s winter stay on the shore in 1608, which briefly discusses the native people 
he encountered. exhibits are well lit, well crafted, and neatly arranged. through-
out the year, there are activities and lectures; topics have included eastern shore 
ecology and native inhabitants.

physiCaL desCription

Housed in a turn-of-the-century building with bookstore and gift shop.

direCtions From the south, the site is 20 minutes north of the toll booth on the Ches-
apeake Bay Bridge tunnel. turn left onto Young st. and into the driveway. 
located between mile markers 90 and 91 on rt. 13.

hours tuesday–saturday 10–4; sunday 1–5

admission none

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures
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brafferton  
indian school

College of William and Mary
Wren Building offices
Williamsburg, Va 23187 

County City of Williamsburg 

phone (757) 221-1540

website www.wm.edu

ContaCt louis Kale, Director of Programs

type of heritage site

educational site (NOTE: The Brafferton and the President’s 
house are not open to the public. The Wren Building offers 
interpretive panels and historical overviews of the campus.)

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Brafferton building, located on the south side of the Wren yard, was con-
structed in 1723 to house the College’s indian school, which was endowed by funds 
from the estate of robert Boyle, the noted english scientist. income from Braffer-
ton Manor in Yorkshire, england, designated for charitable and pious purposes, 
was used to educate and prepare American indian boys for Anglican priesthood. 
local interest maintained the school for political purposes as well, creating cul-
tural liaisons and interpreters for the British empire, expanding its colonial borders. 
Members of the Pamunkey, nansemond, nottoway, Meherrin, Catawba, Cherokee, 
Chickahominy, sappony/Occaneechee, Wyandot, and Delaware were included at 
various times on the school’s rolls. this undertaking met with varying degrees of 
success. At the time of the revolution, income from the Boyle estate was discon-
tinued, and the indian school was abandoned.

physiCaL desCription

inside the Wren building is a Brafferton panel, across from the chapel. there are also 
main panels of historical information in the foyer. exterior panels highlight the mission 
of the school and its dedication to the native people.

direCtions From i-64, exit at Colonial Williamsburg exit and turn right on rt. 132. Cross 
rt. 60. Follow signs to downtown Williamsburg. the College’s entrance is 
across from Merchant square. the Wren is the main building, flanked on 
the left by the Brafferton (between Jamestown and richmond roads).

hours Wren Building, Weekdays 10–5; saturdays 9–5; sundays 12–5 

admission Free. For free guided tours of the Wren building, call (757) 221-1540.

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures, guided tours
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first Landing  
state park

2500 Shore drive
Virginia Beach, Va 23451

County City of Virginia Beach

phone (757) 412-2300

emaiL firstlanding@dcr.virginia.gov

website www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/fir.shtml

ContaCt staci Martin

type of heritage site

Historic Park/natural Area

historiCaL signifiCanCe

this is the site of the first landing of the english col-
onists in 1607, who went on upriver to found Jamestown. interpretive panels in 
the Chesapeake Bay Center address interaction between Powhatan indians and 
english, as well as Powhatan lifestyles at contact, and they encourage visitors to 
ask questions; they also compare english and Powhatan cultures in ways that are 
favorable to both. Additional panels describe wildlife and the environment and 
how they have changed. Across the road, pre-colonial Powhatan-style structures 
have been newly created with assistance from nansemond tribal members and 
academic experts, featuring a Powhatan home, a sweat lodge and a temple. there 
is also an indian fishing and hunting camp. the site is part of a half-mile paved 
walking and bike trail incorporated into the 6-mile Cape Henry trail.

physiCaL desCription

Beautiful location at the confluence of the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean, north 
of the Virginia Beach oceanfront and tourist area.

direCtions From i-64, take northampton Blvd./u.s. 13 north (exit 282). go through 
eight lights, then turn right at the shore Drive/u.s. 60 exit (last exit before 
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge tunnel). take a right on shore Drive and go four 
and a half miles to the park entrance. to reach the Chesapeake Bay Center, 
park office, camping or cabins, turn left off u.s. rt. 60 at the stoplight and 
check in at the contact station. For the trail Center, picnic area and trails, 
turn right instead.

hours 8 am till dusk

admission $4 parking fee weekdays, $5 on weekends & holidays

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures
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hampton  
history museum

120 old Hampton Lane
Hampton, Va 23669

County City of Hampton

phone (757) 727-1610

website www.hampton.va.us/history_museum

ContaCt Michael Cobbs, Curator

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

useful, interesting exhibits focus on Kecoughtan daily 
life at contact, featuring original and reproduction arti-
facts and graphics depicting Powhatan people’s average 
physical size. Artifacts include pottery, a fish weir, axe, and pipe. A new expansion of 
this exhibit features a partial native home, or yehakin, incorporated into the walls.  
 
interpretive panels describe interaction with english, including trade and conflicts. 
they describe the starving time, Bacon’s rebellion, the 1622 attack by Opechan-
canough, and William Claiborne’s rise as a trader. An additional exhibit describes 
the development of the indian school at Hampton during the late 1800s and show-
cases beadwork from several Western tribes.

physiCaL desCription

easy access from i-64, free parking, nearby shops and restaurants.

direCtions From Williamsburg, take interstate 64 east to exit 267. At bottom of ramp, 
bear right onto settler’s landing road. At the foot of the bridge, continue 
straight on settler’s landing road. turn right on Old Hampton lane. the 
Hampton History Museum will be on your right as you round the bend. 
Parking garage is on left. 

 From norfolk, take interstate 64 west to exit 267 (second exit after the 
bridge tunnel). At bottom of ramp, bear left onto settler’s landing road. 
At the foot of the bridge, continue straight on settler’s landing road. turn 
right on Old Hampton lane. the Hampton History Museum will be on your 
right as you round the bend. Parking garage is on left. 

hours Monday-saturday 10–5; sunday 1–5

admission $5 Adults, $4 seniors & Children, $3 groups (10 or more)

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures
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historic 
Jamestowne island

aPVa/Preservation Virginia
204 W. Franklin Street
richmond, Va 23220
Site is located on Colonial Parkway at Jamestown

County James City

phone (804) 648-1889

website www.historicjamestowne.org 

type of heritage site

Historic Park/natural Area

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Jamestowne Archaearium’s exhibits focus on the 
Virginia Company period and reveal a new understand-
ing of the first english settlers, their relationship with the Virginia indians, their 
endeavors and struggles, and how they lived, died and shaped their society. Visitors 
will discover how archaeologists found the fort. interactive virtual viewers over-
looking the site will virtually transport visitors back in time and show them where 
objects were recovered and what the fort looked like 400 years ago. the Visitors’ 
Center features new interpretive panels that were written and developed by the 
eight state-recognized Virginia tribes.

physiCaL desCription

located on the James river at the actual site of the Jamestowne Fort.

direCtions From interstate 64, take exit 242-A (route 199) towards Jamestown. Drive 
approximately 3 miles to the second traffic light. turn right at south Henry 
street for access to the Colonial Parkway. take the Parkway towards James-
town (approximately 7 miles). the Colonial Parkway leads directly to the 
national Park service entrance station at Historic Jamestowne.

 From surry and the southside of the James: take the relaxing 25-minute 
ferry ride (no charge) from scotland Wharf to route 31. less than a 
mile from the dock, turn right onto route 359. the Colonial Parkway is 
straight ahead, approximately 1/4 mile. turn right at the stop sign onto 
the Colonial Parkway.

hours Daily 8:30–4:30

admission $10 Adult, Children 15 and under, Free

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures
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Jamestown 
settlement

Jamestown-yorktown Foundation
P.o. Box 1607
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-1607

County James City

phone (757) 253-4838; toll-free (888) 593-4682 

website www.historyisfun.org

 
type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

At Jamestown settlement, the stories of the people who 
founded Jamestown and of the Virginia indians they 
encountered are told through film, gallery exhibits and 
living history. new gallery exhibits and a new introductory film trace Jamestown’s 
beginnings in england and the first century of the Virginia colony and describe 
the cultures of the Powhatan indians, europeans and Africans who converged in 
1600s Virginia. Outdoors, visitors can explore re-creations of the colonists’ fort 
and a Powhatan community and also tour a riverfront discovery area to learn about 
european, Powhatan and African economic activities associated with water. in the 
outdoor areas, costumed historical interpreters describe and demonstrate daily 
life in the early 17th century.
 

physiCaL desCription

located on rt. 31 south, adjacent to Historic Jamestowne, just 10 minutes from the 
restored area of Williamsburg.

direCtions From richmond, take i-64 to exit 234 (lightfoot). turn right onto route 
199. Follow route 199 for eight miles and turn right at the second traffic 
light onto Jamestown road (route 31).

 From Hampton roads, take i-64 west to exit 242A. Follow route 199 for 
five miles. turn left at the fourth traffic light onto Jamestown road.

 All: Drive four miles on Jamestown road, and turn left at the Jamestown 
settlement sign, onto route 359. turn right into the museum parking lot. 
Parking is free at Jamestown settlement.

hours Daily 9–5

admission $13.50 Adults, $6.25 Children

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures, interpretive film, guided tours
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mariners’ museum

100 Museum dr.
newport news, Va 23606

County City of newport news

phone (757) 596-2222

emaiL marketing@mariner.org

website www.mariner.org

ContaCt Kathy Williamson

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

this museum focuses on man’s interaction with the sea. it features a small exhibit 
describing Powhatan boating and fishing activities prior to and during contact with 
the english. A 17th-century dugout remnant is displayed, along with bone fish hooks 
and other implements. recent programs have featured Virginia indian leaders as 
speakers, and the museum has republished De Brye’s book based on John White’s 
drawings of native peoples in the area during the late 1500s. they have an origi-
nal of the book in their collections.

physiCaL desCription

easy access from newport news downtown area.

direCtions From points north, take i-95 south. take i-295 Bypass around richmond. 
take i-64 east toward Williamsburg. take exit 258-A. travel 2.5 miles to 
the intersection of Warwick Blvd. and J. Clyde Morris Blvd. (Avenue of the 
Arts). Continue straight through the intersection and take your first left 
onto Museum Drive. the Museum entrance is directly ahead. 

 From Virginia Beach: take i-64 West. take exit 258-A. travel 2.5 miles 
to the intersection of Warwick Blvd. and J. Clyde Morris Blvd. (Avenue of 
the Arts). Continue straight through the intersection and turn left onto 
Museum Drive. the Museum entrance is directly ahead. 

hours Monday–saturday 10–5; sunday 12–5

admission $12.50 Adults, $7.25 Children ages 6–17

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures, guided tours

tidewater
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amazement square

Fairfax County Park authority
27 ninth Street
Lynchburg, Va 24504

County City of lynchburg

phone (434) 845-1888

emaiL visitus@amazementsquare.org

website www.amazementsquare.org

ContaCt shawne Farmer

type of heritage site

Museum /Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

Amazement square is a children’s museum that takes a novel approach toward 
education, to engage learning through fun activities. A life-size wigwam has 
been built into one of the museum’s walls. interior painting illustrates the set-
ting. the paintings continue outside of the replica, illustrating native life during 
the Woodland era. As the images progress, modern Monacan people are added 
to the mural.

Other features include a small dugout canoe, a small hands-on village that chil-
dren can assemble, and a small display with sand where children can “excavate” 
and “identify” artifacts. replicated items such as pottery, stone tools, and bark 
baskets form one display, and stone artifacts are displayed in a sealed case. An 
interactive component features interviews with local Monacans discussing his-
tory, and powwow footage.

physiCaL desCription

Adjacent to the James river in lynchburg, the museum is an old warehouse that has 
been converted.

direCtions On the corner of Jefferson and ninth streets along the riverfront in  
downtown lynchburg.

hours tuesday–saturday 10–5; sunday 1–5

admission general $7, seniors $6

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, guided tours, brochures

Central

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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avoCa

Town of altavista
1514 Main Street
altavista, Va 24517

County Campbell 

phone (434) 369-1076

emaiL avocamuseums@earthlink.net

website www.avocamuseum.org

ContaCt Frank Murray, Director & nancy McAndrew, 
education Coordinator

type of heritage site

Museum /Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

AVOCA has a small native American exhibit on the main house second floor. items 
were surface-collected in local plowed fields by a past resident of the house. the 
exhibit displays items from the Paleolithic, Archaic, and Woodland eras. there is a 
small hands-on exhibit for adults and children, though primarily focused on chil-
dren. Programs include “A river of time: American indian life in Virginia” (grades 
K-9). this program focuses on lifestyles of American indians living in and near 
what is now Campbell County before contact with europeans. students exam-
ine clothing, food, tools, and dwellings of saponi indians and discuss the impact 
of europeans on their society. Another education program is “Westward go! with 
lewis & Clark” (grades 2-8), which traces the journeys of the lewis & Clark expe-
dition of 1804 and discusses geography, indian encounters, bartering, food, and 
more. Programs are sOl-compliant. AVOCA has also hosted public educational 
days in the past, featuring native presenters.

physiCaL desCription

ten acres, including the main house, gift shop, estate structures, and an outdoor 
bateaux exhibit.

direCtions located on rt. 29 Business in Altavista.

hours thursday–saturday, 11–3; sunday 1:30–04:30

admission $5 or less, depending on age

Handicapped access is limited to first floor (Native American exhibit is on second floor); 
restrooms, brochures

Central

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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HISTORIcAl ERAS

bedford City  
County museum

210 East Main Street
Bedford, Va 24523

County Bedford 

phone (540) 586-4520

emaiL bccm-info@bedfordVAMuseum.org

website www.bedfordvamuseum.org

ContaCt Doug Cooper, Manager

type of heritage site

Museum /Cultural Center, Historic society

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the museum showcases Bedford’s history from early native American life through 
the Civil War and into the 20th century. it is one of the few sites in the Common-
wealth that directly and unabashedly gives visitors the entire picture of the indian 
experience, from pre-contact through the Plecker era and today. An excellent time-
line offers well-researched information that is accessible and interesting.

physiCaL desCription

Housed in the only example of romanesque revival architecture in Bedford, with stone 
archways, terra cotta ornamentation, and bay windows.

direCtions From roanoke, travel east on rt. 460 to the left 460 Business exit hat 
puts you on Blue ridge Ave., which turns into West Main st. and then east 
Main st. the Museum is on the left after the 3rd streetlight, 1.5 miles.  
Parking is next to the building. 

 From lynchburg, travel west on 460 to the 460 Business exit. the Museum 
is on the right, 1.5 miles after the second stoplight.

hours Monday-Friday 10–5; closed saturday and sunday,  
national and school holidays.

admission $2 suggested donation per adult

Guided tours available by appointment.  
Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures 

Central

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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Central

henricus  
historical park

Henricus Foundation & Chesterfield Co.
251 Henricus Park road
Chester, Va 23836

County Chesterfield

phone (804) 706-1340

emaiL henricus1611@aol.com

website www.henricus.org

ContaCt Pete McKee, executive Director

type of heritage site

Historic Park/natural Area

historiCaL signifiCanCe

there is a replicated colonial fort and indian community at Henricus Park. recent 
improvements to the indian community include a palisade, three longhouses, 
two work shelters, and a hide-tanning area. there is also a fish net-weaving area, 
an open cooking area, and a garden. the staff exhibits great care in conveying 
accurate information and hope to make further improvements. the programming 
here is excellent.

physiCaL desCription

Henricus Historical Park is replicated in the approximate location of the original Henricus 
Fort, established in 1611 on the James river.

direCtions From i-95, take exit 61A (rt. 10 east, toward Hopewell). turn left at the first 
stoplight onto Old stage road (rt. 732 north) and follow for 2 miles. At 
the stop sign, make a right onto Coxendale road (rt. 615 east) and follow 
for 1.5 miles. turn right on Henricus Park rd. and follow to the Visitor’s 
Center parking lot.. 

hours tuesday–sunday 10–5

admission $6 Adults, $4 Children

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures, guided tours for school groups

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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HISTORIcAl ERAS

Central

virginia  
historical society

428 north Boulevard
richmond, Virginia 23220
Mail: P.o. Box 7311, 23221-0311 

County City of richmond

phone (804) 358-4901

website www.vahistorical.org/exhibits

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Virginia Historical society offers a long-term exhibit that features native 
artifacts as part of the larger story of Virginia history. this exhibit includes a dug-
out canoe. rotating short-term exhibits occasionally address Virginia indian 
themes.
 

physiCaL desCription

in downtown richmond.

direCtions take i-95 south/ i-64 east to exit 78 (Boulevard). turn right onto Boule-
vard (heading south). Proceed on Boulevard, crossing over Broad street, 
grace street, Monument Avenue, and Patterson Avenue. turn right onto 
the next street (Kensington Avenue). the VHs is on your left at the corner 
of Kensington Avenue and Boulevard. Free parking in the VHs lot behind 
the building.

hours Monday–saturday 10–5; sunday 1–5 

admission Free on sundays. Other days $5 Adults; $4 seniors, $3 Children

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

j

70



in
t

e
r

p
r

e
t

iv
e

 s
it

e
s

HISTORIcAl ERAS

south Central

macCallum more 
museum

603 Hudgins Street
Chase City, Va 23924

County Mecklenburg

phone (434) 372-0502

emaiL mmmg@meckcom.net

website www.mmmg.org

ContaCt Brenda Arriaga

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

MacCallum More Museum is the legacy of the Hudgins family. the artifact collec-
tion was locally collected by Arthur robertson, a past resident of Chase City. tools 
and weapons date from 9500 BC to 1600 AD. A life-size replica of Mr. robertson’s 
log cabin, where he housed his collection, is part of the educational interpretive 
program. robertson’s journal is included as part of the exhibit and could provide 
insight as to where many of the artifacts were found. Most of the collection is from 
Mecklenburg and Halifax counties. the museum sponsors a native American Day 
in the spring and an archaeology day in the fall. Participants from Occaneechee 
and Haliwa saponi tribes have been involved. the program is designed to fulfill 
5th-grade sOls.
 

physiCaL desCription

Five acres including the main house, gift shop, museum and gardens.

direCtions From rt. 15 south, turn onto rt. 47, Craftons gate Hwy. Follow for 9.3 miles. 
turn left onto Walker st. end at Hudgins st.

hours Monday–Friday 10–5; saturday 10–1

admission $3.50 or less

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures, guided tours

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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HISTORIcAl ERAS

south Central

south boston-halifax 
County museum of 
fine arts & history
1540 Wilborn avenue 
South Boston, Virginia

County Halifax

phone (434) 572-9200

emaiL info@sbhcmuseum.org 

website www.sbhcmuseum.org

ContaCt Beth redd

 
type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the museum exhibits an extensive collection of native artifacts known as the 
Abbyville collection. the objects were excavated by local collectors from 1966 to 
1970 from several sites on or near nelson island, which is now underwater on the 
Halifax side of Kerr reservoir. the collection was donated to the museum by Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. Wells.

the collection of 17th-century objects includes numerous stone tools as well as 
bone fish hooks, gorgets, awls, and pottery.  they are believed to be of susque-
hannock or similar origin rather than Occaneechi.  Both tribes inhabited the area 
during the early colonial era. 

physiCaL desCription

Opened at this location in 1997, the museum originally had 10,500 sq.ft. of space, with 
an additional 5000 sq.ft. added in 2001.

direCtions From richmond, head south on VA-288 toward i-95; merge onto us-360 
west toward Amelia.  Proceed about 95 miles; turn right on Hodges st., 
right on n. Main st., left on edmunds st., right on Wilborn Ave.  From 
lynchburg area, follow rt. 460 and rt. 501 south into south Boston.

hours Wednesday–saturday 10–4; sunday 2–4:30

admission Free, donations accepted.

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures 

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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south Central

virginia museum of 
natural history

21 Starling avenue
Martinsville, Va

County City of Martinsville

phone (276) 634-4141

website www.vmnh.net

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

At its new, state-of-the-art facility, the Virginia Museum of natural History hosts a per-
manent exhibit, “uncovering Virginia,” which focuses on the archaeological recovery 
of artifacts at a salem, Virginia site. this site was occupied by siouan peoples prior 
to colonization and 150 years thereafter as well, giving archaeologists unusual 
opportunities to assess cultural change among native people of the area. 

A variety of educational programs have been featured that focus on American 
indians, and current programs are being offered.

physiCaL desCription

located in downtown Martinsville.

direCtions From richmond, take rt. 360 southwest to Danville, then rt. 58 west to 
Martinsville. starling Avenue is the main road once you enter the city.

hours Monday–saturday 9–5:30; sunday 12–5:30

admission $9 Adults, $7 seniors and students, $5 Children

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures, guided tours for groups

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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HISTORIcAl ERAS

southwest/mountain

museum of middle 
appalachians

The Saltville Foundation
P.o. Box 910; 123 Palmer avenue
Saltville, Va 24370

County smyth

phone (276) 496-3633 

emaiL info@museum-mid-app.org

website www.museum-mid-app.org

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the saltville Valley can date its human occupation back 14,000 years. Prehistoric 
animals visited the valley, attracted by the extensive salt deposits. they were fol-
lowed by Paleo-indian hunters. A Woodland-era community was located at the 
east end of the saltville Valley. the Museum has an extensive collection of Wood-
land-era artifacts, including inscribed shell gorgets, recovered locally by Marion 
native Pat Bass. Also on display are photographs of pictographs found on Paint 
lick Mountain in nearby tazewell County.

physiCaL desCription

located in southwest Virginia, in the saltville Valley, site of the most major salt works 
in the south during the Civil War.

direCtions From i-81, take exit 35 and travel 8 miles north on rt. 107. Follow the signs 
to the museum.

hours Monday–saturday 10–4; sunday 1–4

admission $3 Adults, $2 Children and seniors

Handicapped accessible, restrooms, brochures

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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shenandoah valley/roanoke

museum of the 
shenandoah valley

901 amherst Street
Winchester, Va 22601

County City of Winchester

phone (540) 662-1473 or 
(888) 556-5799 (toll-free)

emaiL info@shenandoahmuseum.org

website www.sbhcmuseum.org

type of heritage site

Museum/Cultural Center

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the history of the shenandoah Valley is presented in the 
main gallery, which features an excellent presentation on 
archaeological study in the region, including a discussion of the thunderbird site, a 
replica rock shelter, and panels on the Paleoindian, Archaic and Woodland periods. 
interactive exhibits present primary source material from early european explorers. 
Another set of panels addresses the French and indian War and Pontiac’s rebellion. 
examples of artifacts are displayed.

physiCaL desCription

the museum campus includes the glen Burnie Historic House, six acres of gardens, 
and the 50,000 sq. ft. museum.

direCtions From points north: take i-81 south to exit 317. travel south on rt. 37 to rt. 
50 (Winchester/romney exit). turn left onto rt. 50/Amherst st. entrance 
is one mile on right. From points south: take i- 81 north to exit 310. travel 
north on rt. 37 to rt. 50 (Winchester/romney exit). turn right onto rt. 50/
Amherst st. entrance is one mile on right. From Washington, D.C.: (about 
75 miles.) take i- 66 west to i- 81 north and follow directions above from 
points south.

hours tuesday–sunday 10–4.  the house and gardens are open seasonally March 
–november; museum is open year-round. Closed Mondays.

admission Adult: $12 combination ticket (house, gardens, and museum); $10 for museum 
and gardens; $8 for house & gardens only; $8 for museum only; $6 for gardens 
only. Youth (7-18), seniors, and groups of ten or more: $10 combination ticket, 
$9 for museum and gardens; $6 house & gardens only; $6 for museum only; 
$5 gardens only. Children six and under, free. garden Audio tours: admis-
sion plus $2/person.

Handicapped accessible, wheelchairs available; restrooms, brochures

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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HISTORIcAl ERAS

shenandoah valley/roanoke

natural bridge

Lenny Puglizzi
P.o. Box 57
natural Bridge, Va 24578

County rockbridge

phone (540) 291-1551 

website www.naturalbridgeva.com

ContaCt Dean Ferguson, Director of  
interpretive Programs

type of heritage site

Privately owned, for-profit facility

historiCaL signifiCanCe

the Monacan Village is one of the most accurately reproduced native post- 
colonial sites on the east Coast used for public education and tourism. the inter-
pretive program focuses on human use of natural resources and Monacan culture. 
locally harvested materials—such as cattails, wood posts, saplings and bark—are 
gathered using replicated tools for the time period (c. 1700). Monacan indian tribal 
members work on site, sharing their history with the public. the interpretive area 
includes a palisade, three work shelters, a wigwam, an open cooking area, an area 
for weaving mats, a garden, hide-working area, and a staging area for preparing 
additional shelters.
 

physiCaL desCription

the village site is located 300 yards from natural Bridge.

direCtions located just off i-81, natural Bridge is at the intersection of rts. 130 and 
11, well marked with signs.

hours Village is open April 1–november 30, 10–5

admission $12 Adults

Handicapped accessible, though village access is difficult; restrooms, brochures, guided 
tours for school groups 

pre-Contact  
10,000 BCE-1607

early Contact and settlement 
1607-1622

Conflict, reservations, and treaties 
1622-1699

pre-revolution  
1700-1776

revolution  
1776-1785

indians and the Creation of the u.s. 
1785-1820s

Jackson and removal  
1820-1840s

Civil war and after  
1860-1880

darwin, plecker and eugenics  
1880-1970s

fight for recognition  
1980-present
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writing & thinking 
about Virginia indians

1.  take care when using the phrase American indian, native American or Virginia indian 
“culture.” there were numerous indian cultures in Virginia, and hundreds in north 
America. unless you are referring to only one tribe, this word should be plural.

2. Avoid using plurals of names of nations when referring to their people as a group, as 
in “the Chickahominies shared a reservation with the Mattaponis in the 17th century.” 
When referring to a tribe as a group by their tribal name, the name should always 
be singular: “the Monacan were recognized by the Commonwealth of Virginia in 
1989.”

3.  Avoid referring to indian songs as “chants” and to indian powwow drums with overly 
dramatic adjectives such as “throbbing.” use the term “regalia” rather than “costumes” 
for American indian clothing worn for powwows or ceremonial events. 

4.  use discretion when using the word “village” to describe any historic indian com-
munity. even the 17th century english usually called our communities “towns”, as 
distinguished from temporary “camps” used in seasonal visits for hunting, fishing, 
and harvesting oysters or various plants for food, medicine and life functions. terms 
like “village” and “hamlet” consistently applied to native American communities 
imply that our towns were primitive or quaint.

5.  use caution when describing elements of native cultures in terms that simplify or 
marginalize, such as “gardening” for “agriculture,” “myths” or “legends” for “history,” 
or “woodlands survival skills” for “science.” 

6.  Avoid referring to the paramount chief Powhatan as “Chief Powhatan” as if he were an 
ordinary chief, or by his informal name Wahunsunacock, when writing about him as a 
leader. it is appropriate to refer to him as Powhatan, the name (and name of hometown) 
that he took when he became paramount chief, before the english came to Virginia. 
this is what other indian nations called him. the english terms “king”, “emperor” and 
“ruler” are also inappropriate, as they are imperfect english translations used by the 
colonists who did not understand the nature of his political organization. 

Adapted from the VCI Journalists’ Guide, approved by the Virginia Council on indians, september 19, 2006

In the spirit of mutual benefit for historians, anthropologists, journalists, members 
of the public, and the Virginia Indian communities, the Virginia Council on Indians 
offers the following helpful suggestions to writers:
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7.  Powhatan’s tributaries (the tribes that paid tribute to him) are best referred to as 
a “paramount chiefdom” or by using generic terms such as “the Powhatan tribes”, 
when referring to these tribes at the time of english contact. they did not constitute 
a “confederacy” or a “nation.” they were not sub-tribes, but individual nations that 
paid tribute to the same paramount chief. the only “Powhatan nation” was the tribe 
located to the east of richmond on the James river, where the paramount chief came 
from originally.

8.  Virginia Algonquian cultures (indeed, most north American indian cultures) were 
matrilineal. A child’s status (i.e., being eligible for leadership) was determined by 
the mother’s status, not by the father. Powhatan’s high-status wives were known to 
the english colonists by name, but the mother of Pocahontas was never identified. 
therefore avoid referring to Powhatan’s daughter, Pocahontas, as a “princess.”

9.  use caution when referring to Pocahontas, her age, and the events of her life. it is 
important to note that opinions differ on the alleged “rescue” incident at Werowo-
comoco in 1607. some think it happened much as smith described it in his 1624 
writings, although he did not mention the incident at all in his earlier writing of his 
time at Werowocomoco. Others think it never happened, and still others believe the 
event occurred, but was an “adoption” ritual that was misunderstood by smith. 

10.  Avoid misinformation about Virginia indian history, such as incorrect population esti-
mates, referring to the Virginia Algonquians as “Algonquins”, or to the siouan speaking 
tribes of the piedmont as “sioux”, misspelling the names of tribes, the misrepre-
sentation of events, and using inappropriate language, such as describing periods of 
intensified english/indian conflict as “wars.”

11.  Avoid using only non-indian “experts” as sources of information about Virginia indi-
ans, whether historical or contemporary. this often results in errors in both historical 
and modern information, and in the use of inappropriate words, as shown in some of 
the examples above.

12. Check the facts and use multiple, reliable sources. the Virginia Council on indians 
office can supply background information, suggestions for resource material, and 
referrals to the appropriate tribal leaders as sources for interviews and quotes. the 
office can be reached via email at vci@governor.virginia.gov, or at (804) 225-2084.
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suggested  
readings
Blanton, Dennis B. and Julie A. King, editors

2004  Indian and European Contact in Context: The Mid-atlantic region. University 
Press of Florida, Gainesville.

Beverley, Robert
1947  The History and Present State of Virginia, edited by Louis B. Wright. University of 
North Carolina press, Chapel Hill. (Primary source material)

Cook, Samuel B.
2000  Monacans and Miners: native american and Coal Mining Communities in 
appalachia. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln.

* Egloff, Keith, and Deborah Woodward
2006  First People: The Early Indians of Virginia. 2nd ed. University of Virginia Press, 
Charlottesville.

* Feest, Christian F.
1990  The Powhatan Indians. In Indians of north america, Frank W. Porter, III, editor. 
Chelsea House Publishers, New York & Philadelphia. (Classic secondary source)

 * Gleach, Frederic W.
1997  Powhatan’s World and Colonial Virginia. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 
(Chapter 1 especially recommended)

Haile, Edward W.
1995  Virginia discovered and discribed by Captayn John Smith 1608. Map based on 
Smith and Zuniga maps. Globe Sales Publications, Champlain, Virginia. 

* 1996  England in america: The Chesapeake Bay from Jamestown to St. Mary’s City, 
1607-1634. Towns from Smith and Zuniga maps on modern base map. Dietz Press, 
Richmond, Virginia.

* 1998  Jamestown narratives: Eyewitness accounts of the Virginia Colony: The First 
decade 1607-1617. RoundHouse, Champlain, Virginia. (Primary source material)

Hantman, Jeffrey L. and Gary Dunham
1993  The Enlightened Archaeologist. archaeology, May/June. 

Harriot, Thomas
1972  a Brief and True report of the new Found Land of Virginia: The complete 1590 
Theodor de Brye edition. Dover Publications, Inc, New York. Reprinted by University of 
Virginia Press, 2007, Latin and English. (Primary source material)

Houck, Peter W., M.D.
1984  Indian Island In amherst County. Lynchburg Historical Research Co., Progress 
Publishing Co., Inc.
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Kupperman, Karen O.
2000  Indians and English: Facing off in Early america. Cornell University Press, 
Ithaca, New York.

Moretti-Langholtz, Danielle
2002  In Their own Words: Voices of Virginia Indians. Video, American Indian 
Resource Center, College of William and Mary, Williamsburg.

*2003  In Their own Words: Voices of Virginia Indians. Interactive Multimedia CD, 
American Indian Resource Center. College of William and Mary, Williamsburg.

Potter, Stephen R.
1993  Commoners, Tribute, and Chiefs: The development of algonquian Culture in 
the Potomac Valley. University Press of Virginia, Charlottesville.

Rountree, Helen C.
1989  The Powhatan Indians of Virginia. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 
(Classic secondary source)

*1990  Pocahontas’s People: The Powhatan Indians of Virginia Through Four 
Centuries. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. (Classic secondary source)

1993  Powhatan Foreign relations, 1500-1722. University Press of Virginia, 
Charlottesville.

2005  Pocahontas, Powhatan, opechancanough: Three Indian Lives Changed by 
Jamestown. University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville

Rountree, Helen C. and E. Randolph Turner, III
2002  Before and after Jamestown: Virginia’s Powhatans and Their Predecessors. 
University Press of Florida, Gainesville. 

 * Townsend, Camilla
2004  Pocahontas and the Powhatan dilemma. Hill and Wang, New York.

Waugaman, Sandra F. and Danielle Moretti-Langholtz
2006, second edition.  We’re Still Here: Contemporary Virginia Indians Tell Their 
Stories. Palari Publishing, Richmond.

* Wood, Karenne and Diane Shields
2000  The Monacan Indians: our Story. Monacan Indian Nation, Madison Heights.

Wood, Peter H., et al., editors
1990  Powhatan’s Mantle: Indians of the Colonial Southeast. University of Nebraska 
Press, Lincoln.

* highly recommended for initial research. Classic secondary sources may be somewhat outdated 
but are good starting material. Consult primary sources to read what early English authors said 
about Virginia Indians.
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virginia Council on indians
P.O. Box 1475
richmond, VA 23218
(804) 225-2084
indians.vipnet.org

united indians of virginia
Kenneth F. Adams, Chair
1236 Mount Pleasant rd.
King William, VA 23086
(804) 769-3378

mattaponi-pamunkey-monacan, inc.
Job training and education Consortium
Anne richardson, Director
(804) 769-4767
www.mpmjobs.org

virginia indian tribal  
alliance for Life
Wayne Adkins, President
8836 sedburg Dr.
new Kent, VA 23124
(804) 932-4406
www.vitalva.org

virginia indian heritage program
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities
145 ednam Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22903
(434) 924-3296
www.virginiafoundation.org

Chickahominy tribal dancers
Wayne Adkins, Coordinator
8836 sedburg Dr.
new Kent, VA 23124
(804) 932-4406

rappahannock american  
indian dancers
Judith Fortune, Coordinator
Box 542
tappahannock, VA 22560
(804) 769-0260

nansemond speakers’ bureau
nita smith, Director
richmond, VA
(804) 232-0246
nansemondnita@earthlink.net

Virginia indian 
resources
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 “Beyond Jamestown” 
 exhibit. Discovery Museum, east end of the Downtown Mall, Charlottesville  

tues.-sat. 10 am–5 pm, sun. 1–5 pm • Contact (434) 977-1025  
for admission fees and directions

 “Family Portraits: Virginia Indians at the Turn of the 20th Century”
 Photographic exhibit • Kaleidoscope Room, Newcomb Hall 3rd floor,  

university of Virginia, Charlottesville. no admission fee. 
www.faculty.sbc.edu/lrainville/VAIndiansExhibit/online-exhibit.html

26-30 Virginia Festival of the Book 
 Book panels and public discussions featuring Virginia indian leaders. 

Charlottesville • (434) 924-3296 • www.virginiafoundation.org

11  “one Little, Two Little…Indian Education in Virginia” 
 session featuring Virginia indian leaders, Virginia Forum ii,  

at Mary Washington university, fredericksburg • (804) 225-2084

26 Celebration of Life for all People Powwow
 sponsored by Virginia Beach Parks & recreation  

red Wing Park, off general Booth Blvd., virginia beach, 11 am–6 pm 
(757) 427-2990

3-4 Virginia Indian nations Powwow & gathering
 Dancing, drumming, crafts, arts, foods. sponsored by six tribes of Virginia,  

to benefit our efforts toward federal recognition. Chickahominy tribal grounds, 
lott Cary rd., Charles City. sat. & sun. 10 am–6 pm  
Contact Keith Wynn, (804) 966-2448 • www.vitalva.org

16-18 Monacan 16th annual Powwow
 Dancing, drumming, crafts, arts, foods. Held in elon, amherst County.  

rt. 130, 6 miles west of rt. 29. sat. 10 am–9 pm, sun. 10 am–6 pm  
Call tribal office (434) 946-0389, or Chief Kenneth Branham (434) 929-7571

24-25 Upper Mattaponi Powwow
 Dancing, drumming, arts, foods. tribal grounds, sharon indian school area,  

rt. 30, king william County. (804) 769-2408

7-8 american Indian Festival
 Dancing, drumming, crafts, foods. Co-sponsored by nansemond tribe and 

Chesapeake City Park, greenbriar Pkwy., Chesapeake. (757) 483-6213

21 Mattaponi Powwow
 Family event with indian dancing, drumming, food, crafts. rt. 30, follow signs to 

Mattaponi reservation near West Point, king william County. (804) 769-4447
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26 Virginia Indian Heritage day
 Dance performances, panel discussions, indian artisans.  

Jamestown settlement, Jamestown. (888) 593-4682

16-17 nansemond Indian Tribal Festival & Powwow
 A family event sponsored by the nansemond tribe, featuring dancing,  

drumming, and crafts. lone star lakes lodge, Chuckatuck area, suffolk.  
located off rt. 10 at Pembroke lane. (757) 986-3354

9 Virginia Indian day
 Family fun on the Potomac riverfront, featuring the rappahannock Dancers,  

tribal arts & crafts. riverbend Park, great Falls area, mcLean. (703) 324-8702

25-30 State Fair of Virginia
 indian Heritage area, with programs and exhibits.  

richmond raceway Complex, richmond. www.StateFairVa.org

27-28 Chickahominy 56th annual Powwow
 Dancing, food, crafts. tribal grounds, lott Cary rd., Charles City County.  

sat. & sun. 10 am–6 pm. (804) 966-2448

1-5 State Fair of Virginia
 indian Heritage area, with programs and exhibits.  

richmond raceway Complex, richmond. www.StateFairVa.org

4 Monacan Indian Homecoming and Bazaar
 Family fun, baked goods for sale, scholarship auction, buffet feast. 

At the tribal grounds on Kenmore rd., amherst County. 10 am–4 pm.  
(434) 929-1792 or (434) 929-7571

11 rappahannock 8th annual Tribal Powwow
 rappahannock tribal Center, rt. 623, indian neck rd., king & Queen County.  

rt. 360 e to left at st. stephens Church, follow signs. (804) 769-0260

26 annual Tax Tribute to the governor
 the Pamunkey and Mattaponi tribes present tribute of deer and other game  

to the Virginia governor as specified by the treaty of 1646. governor’s Mansion, 
richmond, 10 am. (804) 769-2194

TBa annual Holiday dinner
 A friendly gathering, with a spectacular buffet. Virginia indians tribal Alliance  

for life (VitAl), Chickahominy tribal grounds, Charles City County.  
Contact Wayne Adkins, (804) 932-4406
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For additional travel and tour information about  
Virginia, call 800-VISITVa or see www.virginia.org
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Front cover: sierra Adkins (Chickahominy).  
Photos by robert llewellyn, © 2006.

p. 1: Photo by robert llewellyn.

p. 4: nanny and Paul Miles. Paul was the 
Pamunkey Chief from 1933-1937. Photo by samuel 
Miles.

p. 7: A sappony elder instructs a younger tribal 
member in quilting, a traditional activity among 
many tribes.

p. 8: Footprint of a house pattern, ca. 1600, 
uncovered by archaeologist in Virginia Beach. 
Photo courtesy of Keith egloff, Virginia Department 
of Historic resources.

p. 9: Clovis point, ca. 9000 B.C. Photo courtesy 
of Keith egloff, Virginia Department of Historic 
resources.

p. 10: Mortar and pestle for grinding and preparing 
food, ca. 3000 B.C. Photo courtesy of Keith egloff, 
Virginia Department of Historic resources.

p. 11: Van Holmes, Chickahominy potter, 1979.

p. 13: Powhatan red Cloud-Owen (Mohawk/
Chickahominy). Photo by Mathias tornqvist, 2007.

p. 15: Jerry Fortune (rappahannock), portraying 
Chief Powhatan. Photo by robert llewellyn.

p. 17: Pontiac Cook (seated) and Andrew Collins, 
both of the Pamunkey tribe.

p. 18: left: Monacan schoolchildren. From the 
Jackson Davis collection, circa 1914, © 2006 by 
the rectors and Visitors, university of Virginia, 
special Collections Mss 3072. right: Parkey 
Major (Mattaponi), West Point, Virginia, circa 1900. 
smithsonian institution. 

p. 19: West shore of Chesapeake Bay. Photo by 
robert llewellyn.

p. 21: Decorating a traditional pot, late 1970s, 
Chickahominy reservation.

p. 23: Carilyn sue Branham elliott (Monacan), with 
her beadwork, at the Monacan tribal Center. Photo 
by Karenne Wood.

p. 25: [Background]: town of Pomeioc, theodore 
DeBrye engraving, 1590. [inset]: Zelma Wynn and 
Van Holmes (Chickahominy) making pottery, 1979.

p. 27: Photo by robert llewellyn.

p. 28: Amy Branham (Monacan). Photo by Mathias 
tornqvist.

p. 30: Classic wood-fired urn by Zelma “Deer in 
Water” Wynn (Chickahominy). From the collection 
of Karenne Wood. Photo by Mathias tornqvist.

p. 32: Classic wood-fired pot by roberta Manakin 

Adkins (eastern Chickahominy). From the 
collection of gene and Arnette Adkins. Photo by 
Mathias tornqvist.

pp. 34-35: Classic blackware by Christine Custalow 
(Mattaponi). From the collection of Mark Custalow. 
Photo by Mathias tornqvist.

pp. 36-37: traditional honeysuckle baskets by 
Bertie Branham (Monacan). From the Monacan 
Ancestral Museum collection. Photo by Mathias 
tornqvist.

pp. 38-39: Pre-colonial Powhatan-style structures, 
created in consultation with lee lockamy 
(nansemond). First landing state Park, Virginia 
Beach, 2006.

p. 40: terra cotta plate by Kevin Brown (Pamunkey). 
Blackware vase by Joyce “Pale Moon” Krigsvold 
(Pamunkey). terra cotta bowl by Mary A. Bradby 
(Pamunkey). From the collection of Kevin Brown. 
Photo by Mathias tornqvist.

pp. 42-43: Classic wood-fired turtle container 
with lid, by Voncie “Bright eyes” Fortune 
(rappahannock). From the collection of the 
rappahannock tribal Museum. Photo by Mathias 
tornqvist.

p. 44: Classic bowl and spoon by elizabeth “Blue 
Water” Adams (upper Mattaponi). From the 
collection of Jack and Arlene Milner. Photo by 
Mathias tornqvist.

p. 48: Jessica Canaday (Chickahominy) (left), 
Winona gear (Monacan) (foreground), at Virginia 
indian nations powwow, 2006. Photo by robert 
llewellyn.

p. 54: Photo by robert llewellyn.

p. 77: Quinton talbott (Monacan) with wolf coat 
made by george Whitewolf (Monacan). Photo by 
Karenne Wood.

p. 82: Clockwise, from top left: 

 Molly Adams (upper Mattaponi)

 Arlene Milner (upper Mattaponi), tribal 
Council member. Photo by Mathias tornqvist.

 Ken Custalow (Mattaponi), wood carver and 
flute maker. Photo by Karenne Wood. 

 Karenne Wood (Monacan) with one of four 
grandfather rocks that now grace the site of 
the national Museum of the American indian 
in Washington, D.C. Photo by Jim Pepper 
Henry, 2003.

 Vanessa Adkins (Chickahominy).

 two sappony quilts. 

p. 87: Asst. Chief george Whitewolf (Monacan), 
leather craftsman. Photo by Karenne Wood.

photos

88





published by the  
VirginiA FOunDAtiOn FOr tHe HuMAnities


